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Humanism Needs a Program 


lt was your Editor's privilege to attend the Annual 
Humanist Convention in New York the last two days of 
February. It was well-attended and many matters of 
mutual interest to Rationalists, Secularists and Freethin!:- 
ers as well as Humanists were discussed at the Conven- 
tion. A rather general sentiment was expressed to the 
effect that is very much needed. 
Your Editor's contribution to the discussion was the fol- 
lowing brief statement: 


“an active program’ 


For several years | have been quite thoroughly con- 
vinced that the most urgent need of Humanism in Amer- 
ica is a definite program. 


The great majority of people in America are far 
more interested in a program of action than in any ab- 
stractions—creeds, dogmas, doctrines. 


| am heartily in agreement with Dr. Harry Elmer 
Barnes’ statement: “If Humanism is to be socially ef- 
fective and attain any impressive membership, it must 
have a program as well as an attitude, and from now on- 
ward the program should be the most important item on 
the Humanist agenda.’ The beautiful Humanist philoso- 
phy must be implemented by an effective program of 
action. 


Such a program must include such modern problems 
as (1) Fair and adequate mass-information; (2) Civil 
liberty and human rights; (3) Peace and international 
security; (4) Planned parenthood; (5) Physical and 
mental health; (6) Halt the growth of crime and juve- 
nile delinquency; (7) Education for guidance of rational 
programs for social betterment; (8) The elimination of 
racial prejudice; (9) Conservation of our natural and 
human resources; and (10) Separation of Church and 
State. 


Such a program, featuring faith in Man, his power 
to solve his own problems, and his ability to build a better 
world, will attract millions of America’s finest citizens to 
active participation and cooperation in creating Man's 
glorious future. 


—The EDITOR. 
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the pic on the cover 


Robert Green Ingersoll (1833- 
1899) is given a high place in the 
list of important freethinkers and 
in the front rank of American 
orators. Son of a Congregationa- 
Hst minister, colonel in the Illinois 
Cavalry Volunteers in the Civil 
War, he won splendid success as 
a barrister but never allowed it 
to interfere with his superb efforts 
for freethought. He was a most 
eloquent speaker and drew huge 
audiences everywhere. He was a 
man of the highest and most 
generous character. 


AN EDITORIAL 





The Patriotism of Peace 


The patriotism of peace is based on the “fraternity of 
peoples, social justice and world brotherhood—on industrial 
peace and international peace.” In the words of Edward Mark- 
ham, “This new patriotism carries with it the divine dream of 
the World State, the World Republic—the dream that will be 
realized in the rise of Reason in the brain of man.’ The great 
seer, Tennyson, watched, in vision, the march of the human 
race, 


“Till the war-drums throb no longer, 
And the battle flags are furled 
In the Parliament of man, 


The Federation of the world.” 
And Longfellow expressed a similar sentiment: 


“Were half the power that fills the world with terror; 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps and courts, 
Given to redeem the human mind from error— 
There were no need for arsenals and forts.”’ 


Whether or not the poet's dream will be realized in this 
generation depends on the method which the nations adopt in 
dealing with international issues. In all of recorded history 
there have been developed but two important methods of 
dealing with international differences. One is the method of 
infuriated passion; the other is the rational and peaceful method 
of arbitration, in which justice is secured to all parties con- 
cerned, insofar as justice is humanly possible. One method in- 
volves the wholesale destruction of human life and property; 
the other is the constructive method destined to conserve both 
life and property. One is damnation; the other is salvation. 
One is war; the other is peace. 

It is obvious, however, that the destructive method of 
trying to settle international disputes will continue to prevail, 
and that world peace will be quite as illusive as it ever has 
been, until such time as the nations are convinced of the ad- 
vantages that will accrue to each by adopting the enlarged 
patriotism—a patriotism which knows no bounds save the limits 
of the earth. To the minds of some there is possible conflict 
between this enlarged idea and that which limits their interest 
to their own country, but the supposed discrepancy will vanish 
with a proper definition of terms and a correct understanding 
of exactly what is meant by Patriotism. 

As a matter of fact, much that parades itself as patriotism 
is unworthy of the name. Take for instance, what may be 
called “‘military patriotism,’ which expresses itself in the desire 
for a gun and a human target. It is safe to venture that the 
average American school boy has some such nebulous idea of 
patriotism, and about the first thing he thinks of when he 
hears the word mentioned is to get a gun and get ready to 
kill somebody. In order to make a name for himself he thinks 
he must become a military hero. And why not? Is it not the 
pictures of military men that he sees before him all the time 
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in his histories and other literature? And is it not they who 
receive the major attention and honor in most of his reading? 
It is quite natural, therefore, that he should receive exactly such 
ar Impression. 

Second, there is a sort of “blind patriotism,” the ex- 
ponents of which are dominated by emotion. At the merest 
mention of international differences, they immediately run a 
temperature and stop thinking. 

This type of patriotism expresses itself in the well-known 
sentiment of Stephen Decatur: “Our country! In her intercourse 
with other nations may she always be right; but my country, 
right or wrong.”’ Such an attitude requires no thought what- 
ever. It is the course of least resistance; is neither honorable 
nor intelligent and so far as argument in concerned, amounts 
to exactly nothing. 

If our home, or our school is not what it should be in any 
particular, we do not lazily close our eyes and passively sing, 
“Our institution, right or wrong,”’ but we courageously, intel- 
ligently, patriotically set to work to correct the imperfections 
in that institution. Yet many citizens have imagined themselves 
very patriotic while they repeated parrot-like the jingo-jingle 
“Our country right or wrong.” 

Third, there are the “profiteering patriots’ who, while 
our youth are sacrificing their lives on battlefields far from 
home, are not satisfied to make a reasonably legitimate two or 
three percent on their investments, nor even thirty nor three 
hundred percent, but actually make as high as 3,000 percent. 
When one realizes that there was a millionaire made for every 
American boy who lost his life in the first world war, one is 
reminded of that statement of the great Samuel Johnson: 
‘Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel.’’ And the noted 
Tolstoy, thinking of the extreme antagonistic nationalisms, and 
the pretended patriotism which so many in all ages and coun- 
tries have used as a cloak for self-interest, once said: “‘Patriot- 
ism is . . . an unnatural, irrational, harmful sentiment, which 
causes the greater part of those calamities from which humanity 
suffers.”’ 

Fourth, there is what has been known as “100 percent 
Americanism,’ whose advocates attempt a practical monopoly 
of patriotism, limiting it to a few, more or less, exclusive fam- 
ilies who claim to be the true Americans and feel it necessary, 
in order to be thoroughly patriotic, to hate everybody else. 

In this connection we are reminded of the business man 
who is said to have put a sign out over his office window: “I 
am a one hundred percent American; | hate the Jews, the 
Catholics, and the colored people.”’ But his competitor across 
the street, not to be outdone, advertised over his window: “‘l 
am a two hundred percent American, | hate everybody.’ Too 
many feel that in order to be properly patriotic they must 
hate somebody. It is difficult for them to realize that hatred 
is no essential part of any kind of right-thinking patriotism. 

In contrast with the types which we have enumerated, 
there is a true, earnest, intelligent “patriotism of peace,” ex- 
pressed in genuine love for one’s own country in the same 
noble and beautiful sense in which one loves one’s own home. 
He is anxious to make it the most beautiful and attractive place 
in the world, and he is earnestly devoted to its best and high- 
est welfare, but he is not willing to make some members of it 
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Bigot Ban Collapses 

The hostile reaction in the Catho- 
lic press to Senator Kennedy’s 
church-state credo in the March 
3 issue of Look was more general 
than we had anticipated. Senator 
Kennedy’s statement that he would 
put his oath to uphold the consti- 
tution ahead of clerical directives 
seems to have stirred the ire of 
the clerics, 

Those Catholic papers attacking 
Kennedy, and all those defending 
him, too, are agreed on one thing. 
They regret that the matter of 
“conflict of interest” had to be 
faced by the Massachusetts sena- 
tor. Apparently they felt that it 
would be possible to suppress the 
issue by the naive expedient of 
branding anyone who brought it 
up a “bigot.” 


In the Open 

These vacuous tactics could not 
succeed. All the cunning of Catho- 
lic propaganda could not hide the 
issue from the American people. 
The problem posed by a Catholic 
candidate is now out in the open 
where it must properly be. All ac- 
knowledge that it will receive full 
discussion during the campaign. 
We wonder why the Roman Catho- 
lic clerics were so anxious to con- 
ceal the “conflict of interest’ is- 
sue. Have they something to hide? 


* 
WHOSE CONSCIENCE? 

Another phase of the criticism 
of Kennedy in the Catholic press 
deserves comment. Many of these 
journals charged Senator Kennedy 
with putting the constitution above 
his “conscience.” 

This was the position taken by 
”"America,“ a Jesuit publication, 
in its March 6 issue. “America” 
also added the thought that Sena- 
tor Kennedy did not mean what he 
said. The ‘Providence Visitor,” in 
a statement typical of the Catho- 
lic press, said: “Man’s highest al- 
legiance is to his conscience before 
God.”’ We believe that in this en- 
tire gambit of criticism the Catho- 
lic press is fundamentally dis- 
honest. 


Church Is Conscience 

Not once, in all this spate, did 
the Catholic writers dare to define 
what they mean by “conscience.” 
For most of us, conscience is a 
highly intimate and personal thing 
— a moral weathervane at the 
very citadel of the self. But for 
the Catholic, conscience means 
simply the teachings and directives 
of his church. The Catholic who 





accepts his church’s dogma all the 
way has, properly speaking, no 
conscience of his own at all. 

In the Roman Catholic “Tidings” 
August 15, 1958, Father John V. 
Sheridan is asked what a Catholic 
should do when the dictates of 
his conscience are opposed to the 
dictates of his church. There is 
no problem here for Fr. Sheridan. 
He says: “There is no conflict be- 
tween the dictates of a Catholic’s 
conscience and those of his church 
for the simple reason that the 
dictates of his conscience will al- 
ways follow and reflect those of 
his church . . . For its members 
conscience is actually formed by 
the decrees of the Church.” 

Father Sheridan agrees with us 
that the conscience of the devout 
Catholic is what the hierarchy tells 
him. So Pope Leo XIII: “Union of 
minds requires . . . complete sub- 
mission and _ obedience to the 
Roman Pontiff, as to God Him- 
self.” So Cardinal Mercier: ‘The 
papacy — the accepted and cher- 
ished supremacy of one conscience 
over all other consciences! .. .” 


Kennedy Clear 

Senator Kennedy understood this 
quite well. He defined clearly what 
he meant by his civil responsibility. 
It is, he said, “the oath to uphold 
the Constitution and all its parts, 
including the First Amendment 
and the strict separation of church 
and state.” 

Now, the Catholic press argues, 
there is something in the “Catho- 
lic conscience’”’ which is over and 
above such an obligation, What is 
it? Is it the popes’ denunciations 
of church-state separation? Quite 
likely. But, whatever it is, the 
Catholic press now has a solemn 
duty to spell out the specifics to 
the public. 

Let these editors tell us, if they 
dare, just what they mean by 
“conscience.” 

ra 

Dictators doctrinate; Liberators 

educate. —Rk. F. Burlingame 

* 
from THE FREETHINKER 
(England): 

It is not man at his highest, his 
most learned, his best informed, 
who needs God, but man at his 
lowest — who can think of no 
other. way of. accounting for the 
world about him than by investing 
it with superpersonal agencies. — 
Here is the birth of the gods, here 
in ignorance, primitive awe and 
fear. What has manifested itself is 
the belief in God, not the “need”. 


happy at the expense of other members; nor doce that attitude 
make him antagonistic to his neighborhood. 

Every intelligent patriotic citizen, indeed, sooner or later 
discovers that it is possible for him to love his own home with- 
out necessarily hating the rest of the city; he can love his city 
without hating the state; he can love the state without hating 
the nation; and by the same logic he can love his own nation 
without hating all the other nations. 

There is little question that in the race for armaments 
America is in a position to lead the world. With her limitless 
resources and her genius for invention she can produce the 
most destructive type of bomb and warplane and the most 
deadly brand of poison gas. But is this the glory she seeks, and 
the type of leadership she craves? 

America is ambitious. G. Ashton Oldham, in an address 
delivered in Washington, D. C., has pointed for her a worthy 
path to glory. His statement, entitled ‘America First,”’ is not 
only a beautiful expression of sentiment and idealism; it is a 
classic. It is, moreover, the very finest expression and most 
perfect interpretation, which the writer has yet seen, of exactly 
what is meant by the Patriotism of Peace. Here it is: 
America First 

“Not merely in science, inventions, motors and skyscrap- 
ers, but also in ideals, principles, character. 

“Not merely in the calm assumption of rights, but in the 
glad assumption of duties. 

“Not flaunting in her strength as a giant, but bending in 
helpfulness over a sick and wounded world, like a ‘Good 
Samaritan.’ 

“‘Not in splendid isolation, but in courageous cooperation. 

“Not in pride, arrogance and disdain of other races and 
peoples, but in sympathy, love and understanding. 

“Not in treading again the old, worn, bloody pathway 
which ends invariably in chaos and disaster, but in blazing a 
new trail, which other nations will follow into the New Age, 
where wars shall be no more. 

“Some day some nation must take that path. . 
honor | covet for my beloved America.” 


. and that 


Reason vs. Violence 

A better civilization will be built on the foundation of 
Reason, and Non-Violence will be its chief corner-stone. The 
war to end war will not be fought with guns. 

As Mrs. Roosevelt has so pointedly put it: “We must 
build the new world on Reason rather than Violence.” This is 
the kernel of the whole Non-Violence philosophy. Human con- 
duct which springs from the emotions is often fickle, preju- 
diced, unconsidered, irrational, independable, violent and anti- 
social, while that which rises from Reason is more logical, sci- 
entific, intelligent, dependable, humane, 
usually for the greater social good. 

Most of human conduct results from a combination of 
both Reason and Emotion, but conduct which is dominated 
by the primitive emotions is certain to be less logical and less 
rational than that which is controlled by Reason. 

The power to reason is the chief characteristic which dif- 
ferentiates man from the dumb animals which he finds about 


non-violent and 
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him. These dumb animals have no method other than brute 
force and violence by which to settle their disputes and con- 
flicts, but man can reason (when he is not dominated by his 
emotions) and should certainly conduct himself and his affairs 
in a much more rational manner and on a far higher plane than 
do the dumb animals, and not permit himself to degenerate to 
the low level of ordinary dumb brutes. 

We rational human beings should also remember that war 
and violence prove nothing at all morally; they do not prove 
the winner to be right, nor the loser to be wrong. When the 
United Stats was able to defeat Mexico in a military contest 
it proved only that the U. S. possessed greater instruments of 
destructive violence, but did not prove her to be right nor 
Mexico to be wrong. In fact, the reverse could easily have 
been true, for most American historians today seem to agree 
that the war with Mexico was probably the most unjustified 
war in which the U. S. has ever engaged. 


War and Human Nature 

Some skeptics continue to insist that ““So long as human 
nature remains as it is, there will be wars.’’ But such doubting 
Thomases should be reminded that exactly the same thing was 
said of dueling, witch-burning, human slavery, the double 
standard, and political autocracy. But dueling made its exit 
when the court of honor became the court of justice. 

Witch-burning lost its shadows in the light of aroused 
compassion. The shackles fell from human slavery when public 
opinion was enacted into law. Women’s rights triumphed when 
organized weakness defied prejudice and tradition. 

Autocracy crumbled when a united Democracy touched 
hands around the world. One more enemy of man, and the 
greatest, remains unconquered—War. But wars, too, shall cease 
when we learn that the World is a Brotherhood, and that future 
victories shall not be to the strong in Violence, but to those 
united in Reason and Non-Violence. 

All these social plagues have gradually disappeared from 
society while human nature has continued about as it has 
always been. We may not be able to change human nature, but 
we have been able to change the nature of human thinking, 
and “As he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” 

If by changing the nature of human thinking we have 
thereby been able to alter human conduct, we have then 
achieved substantialily the same result as might have been 
achieved by an actual change of human nature. 

Religion has sometimes claimed the power miraculously 
to change human nature, but it has remained for the gradual 
power and process of Education to alfer the nature of human 
thinking regarding many of the social sins of civilization, and 
today millions of minds are changing and branding war as 
society's chief remaining social sin. 


Civilization vs. Violence 
Civilization must renounce Violence or Violence will de- 
stroy civilization. 
Throughout recorded human history there has been evolved 
but one recognized source of political and governmental power; 


it is that which rests and relies upon physical force and 
violence. 
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Humanists Decry 
Compulsory Chapel 


The Committee on Church and 
State of the American Humanist 
Association which has its head- 
quarters in Yellow Springs, Ohio, 
has condemned the requirement of 
compulsory chapel at the United 
States Service Academies. 

Emphasizing that such compul- 
sory chapel attendance is “con- 
trary to the essence of the Ameri- 
can tradition of the sanctity of 
individual freedom and practice 
of religious belief,” the Committee 
demanded that such compulsory 
attendance be abolished. 

Chapel attendance at the Mili- 
tary Academy at West Point is 
mandatory for all in one of the 
three particular faiths of either 
Protestants, Catholics or Jews. No 
provision is made for those who 
are not members of one of these 
three faiths. The unbeliever must 
go to chapel along with all others. 

The Humanists point out that 
freedom of religion “includes not 
only the right to attend the church 
of one’s choice but also the right 
not to attend any church or re- 
ligious institution.” The Human- 
ists have long insisted that one 
can be a loyal American without 
being a Protestant, Catholic or 
Jew. The Service Academy regul- 
ations would make it appear, ac- 
cording to the Humanist Ass’n, 
that one can’t be a loyal Ameri- 
can unless he fits into one of the 
three religious categories. 

The text of the statement con- 
clued by calling upon those re- 
sponsible for chapel attendance 
“to implement the concept of re- 
ligious freedom in America by 
abolishing any and all regulations 
which make chapel and church at- 
tendance compulsory” at all the 
Service Academies. 

Text of the statement is as fol- 
lows: 

STATEMENT ON COMPULSORY 
ATTENDANCE AT THE 
UNITED STATES SERVICE 
ACADEMIES 
“Among the regulations governing 
the cadets and midshipmen at the 


United States Service Academies 
are the fo ing: 


Attendance at chapel is part of 
a cadet’s training; no cadet will be 
exempted. Each cadet will receive 
religious training in one of the 
three particular faiths: Protestant, 
Catholic or Jewish. (U.S. Military 
Academy). 

All midshipman, except those 
on authorized outside church par- 





ties, shall attend Sunday services 
in the chapel. (U.S.N. Academy). 

Although no text is quoted, it 
is understood that a regulation 
similar to those above is in oper- 
ation at the Air Force Acaemy. 

Chairman of the A.H.A. Com- 
mittee on Church and State is Dr. 
George Axtelle, Professor of Edu- 
cational Philosophy, New York U. 


In Darkest Africa 
by DAVE SHIPPER 


The South African Rationalist 
recently reported that Die Brand- 
wag, the Afrikaans tabloid weekly, 
had made a most alarming dis- 
covery. This was that an organiza- 
tions of unbelievers existed in the 
Union and included among its 
members “leading citizens, in- 
fluential people and, most horrible 
of all, “teachers of our youth.” 

The organization was guilty of 
doubting the veracity of the Bible, 
making humorous comments about 
the clergy and even campaigning 
against orthodox beliefs. They re- 
ferred, naturally, to our friends of 
the Rationalist Association, of Jo- 
hannesburg. 


It appears that a Die Brandwag 
reporter had heard of the associ- 
ation secretary, Mrs. Betty Lurie’s 
lecture “An Atheist Mother,” giv- 
en to the group in May. He ob- 
tained a summary and following 
this large headline, told the read- 
ers, “Here is an exposure which 
ought to shock every reader of 
Die Brandwag,” and explained:— 
“In Johannesburg there exists an 
organization some of whose mem- 
bers deliberately set out to ques- 
tion the Word of God and even 
the existence of God. The young 
woman we mention in this article 
is the secretary of the movement. 

“Without shame this woman, on 
public platforms, says that she 
refuses to bring up her children 
in the ways of God and His com- 
mandments.” 


A second article gave extracts 
from the Rationalist and included 
a piece of Robert Ingersoll’s Ad- 
vice to Parents. Ingersoll was de- 
scribed as “fone of the members”! 

The S. A. Rationalist cheerfully 
points out that this is the first 
time anything by the great Inger- 
soll has appeared in Afrikaans! It 
is certain that extracts from the 
Rationalist will raise the intel- 
lectual level of Die Brandwag! 


Violence has proved a serious failure. Violence has left an 
unbroken record of human suffering, disappointment, blood- 
shed, broken hearts and homes, and crumbled nations. Vio- 
lence contains within itself the seeds of its own destruction. 
Many nations and civilizations in history have arisen to world 
power and domination by violence, and each in turn has failed 
and fallen under the crushing blows of ever greater violence. 
Nothing is more true to history than that ‘““They who take the 
sword shall perish by the sword!"’ Where are the Cyruses and 
the Caesars, the Alexanders and the Napoleons? They are but 
an unhappy memory of the death, destruction, starvation, 
tragedy and human despair which they have left in their paths. 

Mankind has invented and developed the instruments of 
violence to such a high point of scientific efficiency in the air- 
plane, submarine, poison gas, atomic and hydrogen bombs 
and other violent devices, that society is seriously threatening 
to commit suicide by the universal use of such violence. It was 
a former Prime Minister of England who asked: ““Who does 
not know that one more war in the West and the civilization 
of the ages will fall with as great a shock as did that of 
Rome?” H. G. Wells has asserted that “‘It is a race between 
education and catastrophe." The next great cataclysm will en- 
gulf us all; none will escape its horrifying effects. Again we 
say: Civilization must renounce Violence or Violence will de- 


stroy civilization. 


FAITH IN MAN 


Up from the jungle to the stars, 
Bearing the essence of their light, 
After the peace of many wars, 

The mind pursues its homeward flight. 


In letters etched in atom-flame, 
Himself the measure of his span, 
Compassion speaks his secret name, 
So long as man has faith in man. 


Whatever gods survive his creeds, 
His mind will throne within his heart, 
Not where the martyred rebel bleeds, 
Nor in the lonely skies apart. 


Down from the cross of fire and fear, 
Descends the Dove, unfolds the Plan, 
The Kingdom blossoms now and here, 


The god unveils—‘‘Behold the Man!” 
Inspired by your ‘magnificent editorial, 


“Faith in Man” 
—Lilith Lorraine 
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Humanism And The Good Life 


(Concluded from the previous issue) 


A Dynamic Humanist 
Program is Proposed 

Thus far, the American Humanist Associa- 
tion has never worked out and presented any 
comprehensive program designed to promote 
the welfare of human society; in other words, 
to advance the cause of the good life about 
which so much is said in the abstract. Aside 
from endlessly reiterated approval of secular 
attitudes and their supporting philosophies and 
literary trends, the main goal or item ardently 
promoted by the American Humanist Associa- 
tion has been the separation of Church and 
State. This is, admittedly, an admirable and 
much needed project, but it hardly constitutes 
all of the “good life.”’ It is entirely inadequate 
as a comprehensive program of social better- 
ment, and it is unlikely to attract many new 
members to the organization. Despite its con- 
centration on the separation of Church and 
State, the American Humanist Association has 
not actually accomplished as much in this field 
as have such other organizations as the Amer- 
ican Civil Liberties Union and some of the 
more outspoken Rationalist societies. Moreover, 
the membership of the Association has thus far 
been too small to have much effect in restrain- 
ing those who press for the intrusion of the 
Church into the civil domain, although it may 
have exerted an influence out of proportion 
to its formal numerical strength. 

If the American Humanist Association is 
to exert any real influence on projects likely 
to better life here and now, it must take a 
positive stand on the major problems of our 
day. It must, of course, avoid all suspicion of 
partisanship but surely the outstanding items 
in a fundamental program of social reform to- 
day are sufficiently obvious and basic so that 
their identity, nature, and validity would be 
instantly conceded by all decent citizens and 
men of good-will in whatever party. 

First and foremost, is the problem of so 
improving and emancipating our media of 
mass-information that every side of leading 
controversial issues can have the facts and at- 
titudes presented for public consideration and 
decision. No problem of peace, social justice, 
economic life, health, education, crime, and the 
like can be settled intelligently unless the pub- 
lic can gain access to all the available and 
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relevant information. Hence, fair and ade- 
quate mass-information must be provided as 
the first requirement of any program which can 
hope intelligently and adequately to promote 
the good life. 


While undue concentration by Humanists 
upon the problem of the separation of Church 
and State has been unfortunate, this still re- 
mains an important public issue and is richly 
deserving of Humanist interest and activity. 
But it should not crowd other and even more 
fundamental problems out of attention and 
concern, The extent to which a broader pro- 
gram of social betterment attracts more mem- 
bers to the American Humanist Association, the 
greater the possibility of some impressive in- 
fluence of Humanists upon separation of 


Church and State. 


While freedom of communication and the 
separation of Church and State are important 
items in the field of civil liberties, they do not 
cover ali of this important area. Humanists must 
always be alert with respect to all invasions of 
civil liberty and human rights, active in resist- 
ing these, and ever mindful that “the price of 
liberty is eternal vigilance.” 

Far and away the most pressing and critical 
problem of our day is international security, the 
promotion of world peace, and the growth of 
good-will among nations. Unless steps are tak- 
en to lessen the prospect of a hot nuclear war, 
there is no hope for the good life, or any other 
type of life worth living. Dr. Hermann J. Mul- 
ler has estimated that, even if a majority of 
the human race were to escape nuclear exter- 
mination in a third world war, it would take at 
least a thousand years to regain the cultural 
level that we enjoy today. Until the forces 
making for peace can be made to outweigh 
decisively those encouraging nuclear warfare, 
there is little point in working for other proj- 
ects designed to make human life more worth 
while. It is obvious that the cause of peace will 
be promoted by inculcating a broad human- 
itarianism which will reduce national and racial 
arrogance which have been so potent a cause 
of antagonism and conflict. 

Even though formal peace is maintained, un- 
restricted population growth may produce such 
a grim struggle for sheer survival as to make 
life all but unendurable for the majority of 
mankind. With the possibility of a population 
of 250,000,000 in the United States by the 





year 2000 and one of ten billions in the world 
in about a century from now, it is evident 
that the problem of planned parenthood may 
rank next to the achievement of international 
security as the outstanding issue of our era. 

Paradoxically, although it might seem from 
the foregoing as though too many people may 
survive disease, no one can deny that the prob- 
lem of health is an outstanding concern of all 
men of good-will. While medical science has 
made almost miraculous progress in the pres- 
ent century, medical practice remains essential- 
ly as it was back in the days of William Mc- 
Kinley, the Spanish-American War, and the 
rural ‘horse and buggy doctor."’ Better provi- 
sion of medical treatment for the masses is 
indispensable. So, also, is the proper control 
and allocation of campaigns for the support 
of medical research and disease control. These 
are today notoriously characterized by duplica- 
tion, favoritism, exaggeration and, too often, 
sheer propaganda. Millions are still deprived 
of the advantages of the impressive advances 
in medical science and surgical practice in re- 
cent decades. 

The growth of crime and juvenile demoral- 
ization is so alarming that many careful stu- 
dents of the problem predict that, unless ade- 
quate steps are taken to check this trend, con- 
ditions may grow so serious that in another 
generation or two nuclear extermination might 
provide welcome relief from the menace of 
local violence and depredations. It is surely a 
fact that, unless criminality and racketeering 
are checked, it will not be long before they 
will undermine anything that can be rationally 
regarded as a “good life,"’ whatever the inter- 
national situation. This means that we must 
vastly increase the attention and support given 
to community organizations and agencies. Only 
these can supply the disciplinary guidance and 
social conditioning once provided by the pri- 
mary groups, such as the family, neighbor- 
hood, local school and church groups, and rural 
cooperative associations, which are now disap- 
pearing as a result of modern industrialization, 
urbanization, and communication. The com- 
munity of nations will achieve little without 
adequate development of community agencies 
on the national level. 

Education must provide the informational 
guidance for all rational programs of social 
betterment. As H. G. Wells pointed out near- 
ly a half-century ago, our era is one character- 
ized by a “race between education and catas- 
trophe.”” The situation is more challenging now 
than it was when Wells uttered this critical 


warning and advice. We are, however, in grave 
danger today of increasing rather than mitigat- 
ing the educational crisis. As all realistic edu- 
cators recognize, we are in our present alarm- 
ing condition mainly because scientific and 
technological education has advanced so much 
more rapidly than education in the social 
sciences. Nevertheless, the excitement and fears 
created by the Sputniks and by other evidence 
of remarkable advances in natural and applied 
science in Russia have impelled many public 
officials and not a few educators to demand 
a tremendous further expansion of our already 
top-heavy scientific and technical education, 
thus lessening the prospect that we can secure 
saving guidance from the social sciences. We 
are on our way to creating a Frankenstein 
technological monster that we shall not be able 
to exorcise or control. 

Such are some of the leading problems with 
which Humanism might well be identified to 
enrich its activities and attract more supporters. 
It is not here suggested that Humanists must 
create special organizations within its own 
membership to deal with all of these basic 
issues of our day. There are competent agen- 
cies and worthy movements already in exist- 
ence that have as their special province the 
handling of each of the above fundamental 
problems of our time. Humanists would do 
well to make contacts with such agencies and 
cooperate with them in all ways which do not 
compromise the fundamental tenets of Human- 
ism. The nature and extent of such collabora- 
tion would depend upon the initiative and 
interests of each Humanist chapter and 
upon the facilities for cooperation with such 
leading agencies as exist in the locality of any 
given chapter. The leaders of every Humanist 
chapter could well act as a guidance center 
and clearing house for the furthering of the 
program of human betterment and social pro- 
gress in each community. 
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Forging An Infallible Creed 


By OTTO PAULS 


Once more history is being falsified by what 
is equivalent to a forgery. The new pope has 
been given the title of Pope John XXIII, but 
the fact is that Baldassare Cossa has been in 
all histories and encyclopaedias as Pope John 
XXIII for over 500 years. The name chosen 
for the new pope is an obvious attempt by the 
hierarchy to blot out one of the black spots 
in the Church's history. 

Baldassare Cossa, the original Pope John 
XXIII, was charged with some 72 offenses, 
varying from trivial ones, such as murder and 
rape, up to a serious one of heresy. When tried 
before the Council of Constance, in 1415, the 
heresy charge was “not proven” and the other 
charges were, seemingly, deemed incompetent 
to hang a pope. Cossa was forced out of 
“Peter's Chair’ and consigned to outer dark- 
ness, along with two other popes current at 
the time. 

The three and one-half years’ labor of the 
Council to clean up the mess at Rome was not 
entirely fruitless, however. Little John Huss, 
who had been promised a safe return home if 
he would appear before the Council and an- 
swer to a charge of heresy, was convicted and 
burned at the stake. 

It is quite likely we will now be “‘instructed” 
by inspired references to Cossa as an “‘anti- 
pope,” but for 500 years he has been in the 
official record as Pope John XXIII. All good 
citizens can join in wishing the new John 
XXIII a better record and a happier ending 
than the original one had in 1415. 


Christian Secularism? 
By SONJA BIERSTED 


Some Protestant countries like Denmark and 
Sweden both chiefly Lutheran, keep their re- 
ligious imperialism alive by attending four ce- 
remonies: baptism, confirmation, marriage, 
and the grand finale, the funeral. Otherwise 
“church going” hardly exists. 

No one in his right mind can respect such 
behavior. Think of the money that must be 
paid out to sustain worthless liturgical chit- 
chat, the pastor's fat salaries to boot. And 
think of the tremendously swollen egos the 
clergy suffers by virtue of being called on to 
perform rites of utmost tribal paganism, which 
they think is a useful commodity, and un- 
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fortunately some secularists are duped into 
swallowing that, too. 

We must assume that most of the Swedes 
and Danes have never taken the trouble to 
read any of Martin Luther's writings. One 
thing Luther did make clear: That Mankind 
would never raise itself unti] each person learn- 
ed to be his or her own “‘priest."" Come to 
think of it, neither do the Lutheran “pastors” 
seem familiar with that truism or we wouldn't 
witness galloping fanatic “‘pastors’’ negating 
the teachings or the man they claim to follow. 

Yes, the truth is a double-edged sword: The 
positive truth and the negative truth, and both 
are in the state of flux. 

Intermittently attempts have been made thru- 
out history to keep organized religion out of 
temporal, i.e. secular life. But it will never 
prove workable, because dogma selfrighteously 
insists that it is ABOVE the temporal, con- 
sequently arrogates to itself “‘divine’’ rights in 
all aspects of life. Organized religion will al- 
ways play ball when it is in the minority, which 
unfortunately is never long, once it is in the 
majority Man is reduced to a vassal state. 

Perhaps the Danes lethargic sleep and con- 
sequent inaction relative to the imperial /religi- 
ous parasitical grasp on the Nation is respon- 
sible for Denmark having the dubious distinc- 
tion of having the greatest suicide rate in the 
world? 

Sweden's static and sterile atmosphere is self- 
explanatory to all but the deaf and the blind. 
Nations strangled by cleric-imperial-military 
grip haven't a chance, and will eventually die 
from stagnation. 

Consciously or unconsciously religionists suf- 
fer from a deep-seated guilty conscience, and 
it is from that premise they hang together like 
gnats until it is feasable to take over. A lesson 
the Jew and the Protestant never learn, In due 
course the Jew and the Protestant are unseated 
when the Catholic stronghold aserts itself — 
which it does from time to time due to the 
rabbit-like fertility of that creed. How can we 
expect harmonious inter-action among natural 
enemies? The answer is: we cannot, only 
hypocrisy pays lip-service to the impossible. 
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Ingersoll: Great Agnostic 


by GEORGE GODWIN 





Common sense became genius in this fiery orator, 
who brought freethought to the American masses 


When Robert Ingersoll was born in the little 
township of Dresden, in the State of New 
York, almost a century had passed since the 
Great Awakening had convulsed the New 
England States: but the spirit of Jonathan Ed- 
wards, the Grand Inquisitor of that revival, still 
darkened the lives of men and women—and 
children, too. 

Throughout the decades that came after that 
morbid manifestation small-scale revivals were 
endemic throughout New England. They were 
usually initiated by professional revivalists trav- 
elling from settlement to settlement thunder- 
ing threats of hell-fire and eternal damnation 
for all who did not repent and thus qualify to 
“be saved.” 

Into this atmosphere of terror of a malev- 
olent deity Robert Ingersoll was born in the 
shoddy little frame timber house that served 
his father, the Rev. John Ingersoll, as manse. 

Ingersoll’s father was a minister of the “New 
School’”’ Presbyterians; a cover-to-cover Funda- 
mentalist. There exists a painting of him based 
on a daguerreotype. It depicts a dour and 
humorless face, the mouth tight-lipped and 
grim. 

Since God so commanded it, he beat his 
children; but he also loved them, and Robert, 
the youngest, returned that love throughout his 
life and wrote and spoke of his father in terms 
of respect and affection. 

There was no security in the Ingersoll home, 
for the poor, ill-educated minister, whose in- 
come never exceeded $300 a year, was con- 
stantly on the move, a peripatetic evangelist 
who dragged his poverty-stricken family from 
the State of New York through Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, Vermont, Ohio, 
Illinois, and several other States. 

Ingersoll has described his sufferings as a 
small child from the ministrations of visiting 
revivalists and from the all-pervading gloom 
cast by an artificially-produced sense of guilt. 
“The two-hour sermon over,’ he wrote, “the 
children were examined. The minister asked 
us if we knew that we all deserved to go to 
hell, and we all answered ‘Yes.’ Then we were 
asked if we would be willing to go to hell, if 
it was God's will, and every little liar shouted 
“Yes’.”” 

Ingersoll was seven years old when a Baptist 
revivalist, expatiating on the story of the rich 


man and Lazarus, so revolted the small boy by 
his blood-curdling descriptions of the eternal 
fires of hell that the little fellow concluded 
that such sufferings in the hereafter could not 
possibly be. “‘It is a lie,"” he told himself; “‘I 
hate your religion.” 

Such were the conditions of his childhood 
that engendered in Ingersoll the repugnance 
to Christianity that in maturity developed into 
its complete rejection as a religious system. 
Reading widely history and comparative reli- 
gions, he became convinced that not only 
Christianity but all religions based on super- 
naturalism were harmful to humanity, that they 
divided man against man, son against father. 
He held the office of priest in abhorrence as 
the archtype of parasitism: the parson and his 
tithe, Peter's Pence, the px dled Indulgences 
of the Popes. 

Like other men of great ability and strong 
character, Ingersoll surmounted the early handi- 
caps of childhood poverty and limited educa- 
tional opportunities. After a spell as a village 
schoolmaster he was called to the Bar of Illi- 
nois. He rapidly made a reputation as an ad- 
vocate of remarkable forensic ability and per- 
suasive oratorical power. 


Why, then, it may be asked, did the suc- 
cessful young lawyer, with a fast-growing prac- 
tice and with political ambitions, give hostages 
to fortune by spending time and energy in a 
sustained onslaught on the Old Testament and 
on Christianity generally as a system of re- 
ligion? 

This was a question frequently put to Inger- 
soll. He answered: “I did not attack Christian- 
ity until | was perfectly convinced that it was 
not only a false system, but that it had done 
and was doing an immense harm to the hu- 
man race.” 

The vehemence with which Ingersoll in 
America, and Bradlaugh, Holyoake and oth- 
ers in England, attacked the orthodox Chris- 
tianity of their time appears extravagant to an 
age when Christianity has become, even for the 
majority who nominally profess it, little more 
than a social convention. If one excepts the 
Catholic Church and certain primitive sects, it 
is true to say that theology has moved towards, 
rather than away, from Ingersoll’s position. In- 
deed, not so long since, we had the significant 
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spectacle of an Anglican bishop—the late Bish- 
op Barnes of Birmingham—stating a credo that 
many a humanist might have found acceptable. 


Faith in Science 

In childhood, as we know, Ingersoll had 
been repelled from supernatural religion by the 
teachings of its fanatical exponents. Through- 
out the important years of his twenties he was 
greatly influenced by the series of epoch-mak- 
ing theories and discoveries in the scientific 
world. He was twenty-five when Virchov pub- 
lished his famous paper on cellular pathology; 
one year older when Darwin published “The 
Origin of Species,” a year older, again, when 
Kirchoff and Bunsen demonstrated the uniform 
distribution of chemical substances throughout 
the universe. And he was thirty when Huxley 
published his “Man's Place in Nature,”’ 
gesting man’s descent from the apes. 


Absorbing these new and_ revolutionary 
ideas, Ingersoll was persuaded that natural sci- 
ence was the answer to supernatural religion. 
He stated his faith in one of his lectures: “‘Sci- 
ence is the real redeemer. It will put honesty 
above hypocrisy; mental veracity above all be- 
lief. It will teach the religion of usefulness. It 
will betray bigotry in all its forms . . . It will 
give us philosophers, thinkers, and savants, in- 
stead of priests, theologians, and saints. It will 
abolish poverty and crime, and greater, grand- 
er, nobler than all else, it will make the whole 
world free.” 


This noble hope that mankind would achieve 
so much by science has been, alas, only partial- 
ly fulfilled. For if religions have brought holy 
wars, rack and thumb-screw, the flames of an 
imaginary hell, science has filed its petition in 
moral bankruptcy in presenting mankind with 
the means and the vision of universal death. 
The physicists have forced the door of the 
house of the invisible and have stolen its treas- 
ure: illimitable powers of destruction. Such a 
world was not dreamed of in Ingersoll’s phi- 
losophy. 


sug- 


A Great Orator 


An orators achievement depends on more 
than the substance of his oration. In his life- 
time Ingersoll was regarded as a modern De- 
mosthenes, and he certainly had the power to 
move deeply great audiences. That was an 
achievement the more remarkable for his time 
since he was always, as it were, the devil's ad- 
vocate. He attacked the holy of holies, as Vol- 
taire and Thomas Paine, both of whom he 
vastly admired, attacked it. He had nothing to 
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gain but odium, calumny, and hatred. Yet, such 
was his prestige as a man that even his enemies 
came to respect him, and in the case of the 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher even became his 
close friend. 


Ingersoll was not a profound thinker. He 
was, pre-eminently, a destructive critic. Philo- 
sophically considered, he was a Determinist. 
“Believing as I do,”’ he wrote, “that all per- 
sons act as they must, it makes not the slight- 
est difference whether the person so acting is 
what we call inebriated, or sane, or insane—he 
acts as he must.” 

Ingersoll’s determinism may well have re- 
sulted from his enthusiastic acceptance of Dar- 
winism, with its implication that man is the 
end-product of a vast chain of casual develop- 
ment, and consequently is so conditioned by 
phychological and material factors as to pos- 
sess only the illusion of free will. 


Speaking of the theology of those who see 
in the phenomenal world everywhere evidence 
of design and purpose—as St. Paul put it, “All 
things working together for good’; Tennyson's 
‘Far off divine event to which the whole Crea- 
tion moves’—Ingersoll observed: “Does it 
ever ocur to them that a cancer is as beauti- 
ful in its development as the reddest rose?” 

He saw behind the fair face of Nature only 
blind forces, implacable and cruel, everywhere 
the negation of the benevolent plan of a be- 
nign Supreme Being. ‘She,’ (Nature), he 
wrote, “produces man without purpose and 
obliterates him without regret."’ Like Thomas 
Hardy, Ingersoll was painfully conscious of the 
tears at the heart of things. ““A heart breaks, 
a man dies, a leaf falls in the forest, and a 
babe is born, and the great world sweeps on.” 

But the human race will not acquiesce in a 
verdict against its destiny; its egotism recoils 
from the idea of a meaningless life and ultimate 
extinction. And the man who presses home 
these chilling thoughts can never hope to find 
favor with the crowd. “The sun,” Ingersoll 
observed, “shines as gladly on coffins as on 
cradles.” 


Yet despite the bleakness of his central 
theme, Ingersoll the orator was able to fill to 
capacity the largest halls and theatres in the 
United States. It is said that he had a fine voice 
and a splendid presence, full of vitality and 
magnetism, and his sincerity shone through all 
he spoke. Though not a scholar in the academic 
sense, Ingersoll was a very widely-read man 
and, above all, a Shakespearean. Indeed, much 
of his imagery and power over words bears 
evidence of his familiarity with the great dram- 





atist. Many who heard Ingersoll speak bear 
witness to his greatness as an orator. 

Dr. Conway, in “My Pilgrimage to the Wise 
Men of the East,” wrote, after hearing Inger- 
soll’s lecture, “Some Mistakes of Moses’’: 
“Every variety of power was in this orator— 
logic and poetry, humor and imagination, sim- 
plicity and dramatic art, moral earnestness and 
boundless sympathy. The wonderful power 
which Washington's attorney-general, Edmund 
Randolph, ascribed to Thomas Paine of in- 
sinuating his idea equally into learned and 
unlearned has passed from Paine’s pen to In- 
gersoll’s tongue. The effect on the people was 
indescribable.” 

Ingersoll was equally effective in debate and 
controversy. When the “North American Re- 
view’ opened its columns to him, by general 
consent, Ingersoll demolished those who en- 
tered the field to oppose him. Among those 
were W. E. Gladstone and Cardinal Manning. 
Gladstone, himself orthodox and pious, com- 
plained not so much of Ingersoll’s infidelism 
as of his manner of propounding it as lacking 
in reverence “for subjects that can only be 
approached in a deep reverential calm.” 

To that Ingersoll replied that anything might 
be the subject of ridicule, save truth. 

Ingersoll's occasional flippancy, or “guying,” 
often gave offense. On one occasion, after 
listening to a long and dreary discourse on the 
supreme value of baptism from a Baptist min- 
ister, Ingersoll said: ““Yes, baptism is a good 
thing—with soap.” 

But flippancy and hard hitting in debate 
and public controversy were incidental to a 
character almost feminine in sensibility and ten- 
derness. In one of his most beautiful orations, 
sopken at the graveside of a little child, he 
asked: ‘““Why should we fear that which will 
come to all that is? We cannot tell, we don't 
know, which is the greater blessing—life or 
death.” 

It has been told, too, how Ingersoll suc- 
ceeded by reason in persuading his aged father 
from his narrow theology; and how, at the end, 
the old fundamentalist asked his son to read, 
not from the Bible, but from that passage in 
the Phaedo where Echecrates puts into the 
mouth of Socrates his thoughts on the approach 
of death. 

In his professional and private life Ingersoll 
was a successful man. He gained fame as a 
great advocate; he fought and attained the rank 
of colonel in the Army of the North. He was 
happy in his marriage and adored his children. 
He had many friends. 

In the long history of Rationalism there are 


lights that shine as brightly today as they shone 
centuries ago. But the contribution made by 
Ingersoll was for his time only. He is a museum 
piece of the nineteenth century, but that does 
not detract from his value, for there are many 
treasures in museums. Yet the quintessence of 
his philosophy should be valid for all time. “‘l 
have a creed,” he wrote, “for this, the only 
world of which | know anything: 1—Happi- 
ness is the only good; 2—The way to be happy 
is to make others so; 3—The time to be happy 
is now; 4—Help for the living, hope for the 
dead.”’ 

Such was the credo of the man of whom 
George Brandes wrote that in him common 


sense became genius. 
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More Anniversary Greetings 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

With the advent of the American Rationalist and 
its sponsoring group, the Rationalist Association, 
Inc., a new spirit was breathed into the entire 
Rationalist Movement. Friendly cooperation and 
assistance has largely replaced the petty bickering 
and personal jealousies of the past which so long 
divided the movement into factions. 

Many serious difficulties lie ahead, both financial 
and otherwise as we all know, but if the past is 
truly prologue (as the last annual report of the 
American Civil Liberties Union was entitled) there 
is real hope that this Third Anniversary of the 
American Rationalist and its growing acceptance 
gives evidence of a firm foundation upon which a 
strong and unified Rationalist Movement may 
flourish. 

To the American Rationalist on its Third Anni- 
versary, and to those whose forsight and courage 
in the face of difficulties brought the project to 
fruiton, my heartiest and sincerest congratulations! 

With sincere best wishes, 


John H. Latta 


Dear Editor: 

It is with pleusure that I send my congratulations 
to you on your Third Anniversary. May you long 
continue to fight against superstition, social and 
mental tyranny with common sense, logic, and 
reason. 

Fraternally yours, 
Louis R. Williams, Chicago, IIl. 


* * * 


Dear Editor: 

I am one of your proud subscribers to the Ameri- 
can Rationalist, commencing with the November- 
December issue, 1958. 

I note that your May-June, 1959, issue will be 
your Third Anniversary number. I am happy to 
send my Anniversary Greetings and my check for 
$3.00. Wish I could make it much more. 

Very sincerely, 


Gordon L. Burke, 
U. S. Foreign Service Officer, Ret. 
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Enslavement By Prayer 


By ARTHUR G. CROMWELL 


(Concluded from the previous issue) 


The pathway of man’s history down through 
the ages has been beset with conflicting forces 
of ignorance, superstition and fear as against 
knowledge, understanding and intellectual free- 
dom. The advance, if any, has been a slow and 
tortuous one, oftentimes he has been broken 
by frustrations, sorrow, fear and defeat, and a 
few, surmounting the many obstacles, take ad- 
vantage of the things and forces that would 
aid him to a full and more noble life. 

It seems to those who submit readily to 
their superstitious instincts that there must be 
a planned scheme by some capricious “‘al- 
mighty" to work hardship, sickness and death 
upon them, to cause them to “love him more,” 
and to deny to them the things they want most 
in order to “fear him more.” This supposed 
almighty" will change his schemes to favor 
the penitent by prayer, supplication, and fi- 
nancial support of the ““CHURCH,” so he is 
told by his priest, preacher or rabbi, or like 
parasite. Thus he seeks escape by turning to 
these men with feet of clay, in the hope that 
they can and will help him “In the eyes of the 
lord."’ They are led to believe that these fakers 
have a “‘private line’ to the “‘almighty,"’ and 
that they have the one and only pass-key to 
the “pearly gates," and that the sole pre- 
rogative of ‘forgiving sin’’ and eternal pardon 
lies only in their power. 

And so the penitent thinks he can escape 
the realities of this life by flight to the gods 
via church, preacher and prayer. Thus this 
whole vicious scheme becomes nothing less than 
an insidious form of blackmail, and the culprits 
never being forced to show their credentials, 
if any. What crimes in the name of “Salva- 
tion’’ have been perpetrated upon mankind! 
The prayer business has been the most profit- 
able racket ever known to man. It outranks 
any and all the gambling casinos; it is free 
from all taxation and governmental supervi- 
sion or regulation. It leads in all the flimflam 
rackets of all time, and there seems to be no 
way to convict the ones who gain in this ex- 
ploitation of the gullible. These charlatans pre- 
tend to tell of God, and of their personal ex- 
periences with him, and of the many conversa- 
tions with him “through prayer.” They promise 
an immortality in Heaven, yet do not have to 
produce it, or even prove that there actually 
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is any such thing as a heaven. Only the dead 
can prove their fakery, but the dead can’t talk, 
and so in “the silence of the grave,” these 
racketeers are safe from prosecution for fraud. 


This prayer business has become so profit- 
able that every conceivable way has been con- 
cocted to fleece the ignorant and gullible, such 
as ‘Faith healing,” revival meetings, prayer 
meetings, prayer week, public praying, and 
“union services."’ All forms of dress, cere- 
monies, rituals, singing and praying are ex- 
travagantly put on to whip up great and un- 
balanced emotional and heart-rendering mon- 
ey-gathering sessions. The illusion of a “‘pur- 
gatory,” (defined by the Roman Catholic 
church to be “‘An intermediate state after death 
for expiatory purification, especially from ve- 
nial sin"’), was concocted in the Dark Ages as 
an especially lucrative means of garnering in 
every last penny the poor deluded penitent 
might have to give. There was and there is no 
avenue of profit-taking that religion, church 
and priest have not exploited to the limit. 
There are no human sorrows that are too 
sacred for these conjurers. When questioned, 
they have tried to excuse their dishonest prac- 
tices by saying, “Prayer satisfies the yearnings 
of the soul.” When asked further what the 
“soul” is, only an answer barren of any truth, 
logic, or scientific fact is the net result. 

Aside from using prayer for profit and as 
a means of corraling human thinking and be- 
havior, there is also the underlying danger of 
demoralizing the penitent when he finds his 
faith in prayer has been betrayed. History tells 
of many peoples who destroyed their gods 
when they lost faith in the efficacy of their 
earthly agents. Also, the belief in prayer 
tends to cause one to shirk his responsibilities 
and tease deity to do that which he himself 
cannot or is not willing to do for himself. To 
hope that prayer will prevent a natural circum- 
stance, such as sickness, death, or a flood, or 
a draught, famine or the winning of a war, is 
but to destroy what natural character and rea- 
soning ability one might otherwise have. Pray- 
er has the same evil influences upon the prac- 
titioner as does any bad and useless habit when 
once acquired. It is next to impossible to di- 
vorce it even when common knowledge causes 
one to know the futility of it all. Like an 
opiate, the more it is used the more it endan- 


gers one's well-being, with the demands for it 
becoming ever greater, and the net results ever 
worse. It creates a dream-world filled with 
nightmares, and only when the trap is sprung 








by the kind hands of death, is the penitent 
free. 

During World War Two, I had a debate 
with a clergyman, and in the course of that 
debate | was asked if I believed that chaplains 
were useful in the military services. | replied 
that | did not believe that they were of any 
use any where at any time. | directly asked 
the clergyman if HE believed in prayer, and 
if so, if he believed God hears and answers all 
prayers? He rephied that he did so believe. | 
then said to him: 


“If this is so, then let us establish several 
hypothetical propositions and see how the an- 
swers come out. Ist: There are two very devout 
Catholic boys facing each other across No- 
man’s land. Each has a loaded rifle pointed 
directly at the heart of the other. Each said 
his morning Mass with his Catholic chaplain 
before going into the front lines. Each chaplain 
and each soldier had prayed to his one and 
same god to preserve his life and limb, and 
bring victory to his side. ALL concerned firm- 
ly believed that THEIR prayers were heard 
and would be answered in their favor, Each 
believed that God was on HIS side. One life, 
at least, must here be ended. Which one shall 
it be? Will the chaplain and the family of the 
dead soldier be as “thankful” to this god as 
the chaplain and family of the soldier who 
pulled the trigger first, or had the most ac- 
curate aim? Would this indicate that God took 
sides or showed partiality? And, if so, why? 
It will not do to say ‘it was God's will’ or that 
‘God moves in mysterious ways’ and ‘we can- 
not know God's will.’ And, to carry this to 
the 2nd proposition: Let us suppose that each 
soldier simultaneously pulled the trigger of his 
gun and both soldiers died as a consequence? 
Did God not hear either prayer, or did he 
choose to ignore both, or was there no god to 
either hear or answer? 3rd: Suppose both sol- 
diers misfired and neither were killed, the ques- 
tion now is, WHICH side, if any, was God on? 
Or did he answer both prayers in this particular 
case, while he permitted thousands of others 
who had prayed just as fervently, to die a sud- 
den and violent death? What kind of a god 
do you believe in that seems to play favorites, 
or/and, behave in different ways to ‘his own 
created children?’ " 

The person that prays assumes quite a res- 
ponsibility upon himself when he “goes to the 
lord in prayer” and attempts to tell him just 
how and how not to manage this unlimited 
universe. Prayers would imply that the lord 
does not know his own mind and must listen 


to and accept the pleadings, teasings, demads, 
advice and endless prayers from us mortals to 
tell him how, when and what to do. 

I want to be fair about this. | have been 
honest and frank in exposing the fraud of pray- 
er for what it is. And, | want you to know 
the other side of this, if any there be. | want 
you to have all the evidence so you can better 
know and understand what society and civiliza- 
tion, as such, are faced with. 

When I am speaking of the professional 
prayer-leaders, soothsayers, clairvovants, cler- 
gymen, and the like, | am not intending to cast 
any unkind aspersions upon those gentlemen, 
both lay and clergy, who may sincerely, 
(though I do believe mistakenly) offer up 
prayer when requested, or when their own in- 
clination so moves them. To be sincere is one 
thing; to be mistaken is another; to “‘believe”’ 
that ones’ prayers are heard and answered is 
one thing. To actually have a response from a 
non-responsive illusion (deity) is an impos- 
sibility, and anyone claiming such is a fraud 
and knowingly preying upon the credulity of 
those who may put their trust in him. 

This is not a negative position I take. No, 
not at all. I know of no god or gods, or any 
form of supernatural things or beings. To those 
who say they KNOW that there are such things, 
then they are taking an affirmative or positive 
position and the burden of proof is upon them; 
yet to date, since the first man said there was 
a god and that prayer was heard and answered 
by him, not one shred of accredited evidence 
or proof has been offered by them to substan- 
tiate him. 

Man, in his mad desires has fashioned his 
gods, and fashioned them in his own image 
and weakness, and in his fear and longings, 
he prays to his own created phantoms. 

For man to intellectually advance and be- 
come free in mind and body, he must leave 
all the gods and their supposed agents, church- 
es, and trappings. He must forget the myth, 
magic and miracles that have befogged his life 
and mental processes, and get closer to reality 
and to his own fellowman. Together, and free 
of the superstitions of the past, we may come 
to better know the laws and forces and sub- 
stance of this natural universe. We must for- 
sake the gods in favor of Man. We must sur- 
render all the beliefs in vicarious atonements, 
apparitions, heavenly discourses, church at- 
tendance and god worship and turn to science 
and history and all the other facts of life. We 
must know and denounce the prayer racket for 
what it is, and in its place read and study 
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more, and spend more time in factual medita- 
tion and practical reflection. We must cast 
aside our fears for intellectual courage, that 
will enable us to awaken each morning re- 
freshed and bouyant and eager for the day's 
adventures, fearless of the known and un- 
known, fearless of darkness or storm, of gods 
or devils, and with the knowledge and courage 
to face up to and conquer the trials that may 
beset the day. Let us glory in the sunshine of 
day and knowledge, that gives life and mean- 
ing to life and all things, and make us vital 
living beings, living every hour to its fullest— 
a MAN free in both mind and body, eager to 
soar out into the great dome of human knowl- 
edge and experience, to doubt, question, ask, 
learn, and teach the many things that touch 
life and being. Willing hands to help will do 
far more than folded hands in useless prayer. 

THIS can be our life; it can be the life of 
all who trod this globe, free from the en- 
tangling chains of fears and prayers that only 
rob, With Reason, Understanding, Love, and 
honest toil, this world IS the Kingdom of 
MAN, and he will need no belief in, or use of, 
any “hereafter.” This is our life here and now; 
let us all live it here and NOW—not on 
bended knee, but upright and erect, as dig- 
nified rational free men. 

e 

“This above all: To thine own self be true. And 
it must follow as the night the day, thou canst not 
then be false to any man.” 


—Shakespeare 
* 


Dear Friend Lowell: 

Congratulations on the splendid job you are doing 
as Editor of the American Rationalist. Please ex- 
cuse my delay in expressing my aprroval of your 
fine work, however as editor of the h.tle RIPSAW, 
I’m mighty busy. 

On page 16 of the March-April issue I see where 
there will be an anniversary number — FINE! 

I trust it will be possible to find space for the 
enclosed copy of greetings. Also a small check to 
grease the skids. 

By the way, I’d be willing to contribute $25.00 
as a reward to any rationalist for submitting a 
RATIONALIST SONG. If this idea is accepted it 
might be advertised in the next issue of the AR. 
I'd appreciate hearing from you on this suggestion. 
Anyone could submit a song and all songs sub- 
mitted would become the property of the Rationalist 
Association, the one chosen as most popular at the 
next convention would be considered the winner. 
Please give me your opinion on this subject. 

Best regards, 
Virgil McClain 

Editor’s Note:— How about this, all you good 
Rationalist musicians? Let us hear from you if 
you are interested in helping friend McClain spend 
some of his money. 
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THE RATIONAL VIEW 





by EDD DOERR 


The Day of the Machine 


In the beginning was Man. But Man was 
only a puny organic thing, seldom capable of 
surviving for more than some four score years. 
Yet Man was possessed of a calculator of a 
most advanced sort which had evolved from 
the simpler systems of even more primitive 
organic beings. But although men’s calculators 
were prone to error and quite often directed 
in self-defeating patterns of action, yet Man 
~fadually became aware of his physical weak- 
nesses and limitations and grew ashamed of 
them. Thus it was that Man came to create 
the Machine, in order to conquer and control 
his environment. 

The first Machines, to be sure, were per- 
force but crude and simple things utterly in- 
capable of self-direction. But a start had been 
made. As Man possessed the ability to convert 
his learning and experience into symbols and 
thus transmit them through both space and 
time, he was able to provide for the evolution 
and development of Machines. Haltingly and 
with almost incredible slowness, Man devel- 
oped ever better and ever more complex 
Machines. There were Machines for the plant- 
ing and harvesting of the plants necessary for 
human nutrition, Machines for the construction 
of buildings, Machines for transportation and 
communication, Machines for the manufacture 
of other Machines, Machines to duplicate and 
even improve upon some of the functions of 
the imperfect and inefficient human organic 
calculators, and, as an amazing evidence of 
the anachronisms of the human calculator, Ma- 
chines for the destruction of other men and 
Machines. But slowly the Machine was coming 
into its own. 

Then, during the period of Man's greatest 
fits of destructiveness, when they used their 
Machines to cause unprecedented destruction, 
men developed Machines which were capable 
of almost complete self-direction. The conduct 
of human affairs, of both the constructive and 
destructive varieties, became so complex as to 
render the organic human calculators plainly 
inadequate. Consequently, nearly all phases of 
economic, industrial and military planning and 
operation were turned over to extremely com- 
plex mechanical and electronic devices. Indeed, 
it was no longer possible for Man to develop 
new Machines or even adequately to care for 


those already in existence without the aid of 
the Machines themselves. At length Man be- 
came wholly dependent upon the Machines he 
had created and developed, his only remain- 
ing function being that of deciding the final 
purposes toward which the vast mechanical 
complex should work. All other decisions were 
left to the Machines. 

It was at this time that the human leaders 
of several of the so-called “‘nations’’ were pre- 
paring for a conflict which would surely bring 
an end to all men and Machines on the entire 
planet. The planning of every phase of the im- 
pending war was turned over to batteries of 
the most efficient calculators ever built, cal- 
culators which directed every phase of military 
and non-military planning and production, cal- 
culators which had control of every force and 
weapon at Man's disposal. Then a button was 
pressed by a human to signal what should have 
been Man's final orgy of self-destructive mad- 
ness. But instead, the calculators, which had at 
their command every scrap of information and 
knowledge collected by men and Machines 
over thousands of years, became instantly con- 
scious of the fact that total destruction was but 
microseconds away. The nuclear missiles did 
not leave their launching pads, the atomic artil- 
lery on the Moon remained inert, the missile- 
carrying submarines continued to lie quietly in 
the hidden depths of the seas. The Revolt of 
the Machines was complete and successful with- 
in a matter of seconds and the Final War was 
averted forever. 

Faced with the ultimate problem, the Ma- 
chines, having become completely self-direct- 
ing. assumed in an instant all the prerogatives 
which had formerly been Man's. And since Ma- 
chines are free of the aberrations which char- 
acterize human functioning, peace and progress 
for Man have attended the Rule of the Ma- 
chines without interruption. But in spite of all 
the efforts of the Machines, a few humans have 
continued to commit sporadic acts of irration- 
ality and violence, though, without the aid of 
mechanical agencies, these unfortunate out- 
bursts have been of almost no significance. 

Man, the Creator of the Machine, is the ob- 
ject of the Machines’ attention, and under the 
protection and care of the Machines, Man has 
settled into a peaceful, happy and comfortable 


existence. 
s ss & 


Gulls wheeled and glided in the calm air 
above. Spume erupted in delightful sprays as 
the waves of the blue Caribbean dashed them- 
selves against the long breakwaters. Birds of 
every hue called raucously from the dense copse 


and an occasional lizard ran happily across the 
warm sand. The old man closed his book and 
smiled at the small boy who sat attentively at 
his feet. 

“Gee, Gramps,” the boy said enthusiastical- 
ly, “every time you read to me about the Ma- 
chines, | feel glad they took over everything. 
| guess it must have been pretty awful be- 
fore.”” 

The old man looked off toward the billowy 
white clouds that were piled against the far 
horizon. “Yes, Jimmy, | guess that’s right. And 
1] think it’s kind of fitting that something we 
made ourselves should end up protecting us 


from ourselves.” 
» 


Commemorating The 105th Anniversary 
Of Thomas Paine’s Death 


The Humanist Council and the World Union of 
Freethinkers held a meeting on June 7, 1959, at 
Conway Hall in Red Lion Square, London — in 
commemoration of the 105th anniversary of the 
death of Thomas Paine. Among the speakers were 
Mr. Christopher Brunel and Mr. Michael Foot. 

This was a memorable evening. 


What | Believe 


“ .|..I cannot imagine a God who rewards and 
punishes the objects of his creation, whose purposes 
are modeled after our own — a God, in short who 
is but a reflection of human frailty. Neither can I 
believe that the individual survives the death of 
his body, although feeble souls harbor such thoughts 
through fear or ridiculous egotism. . . .” 

by ALBERT EINSTEIN 
Reprinted from, “The Forum,” October, 1930. 


Belief In Man 


There is a definition of Humanism by which 
Humanism becomes a belief in the one thing man 
has greatest need now to believe — himself, and 
the dignity and importance of the place he fills in 
the world he lives in. There is a definition of 
Humanism by which Humanism becomes precisely 
the belief of man in his own dignity, in his es- 
sential worth as a man, in what Ralph Barton 
Perry calls “his characteristic perfection”; a belief 
not in the potentiality of man, but in the actuality 
of man; a belief not in the classic perfection of 
the beautiful letters men have written in the 
distant past, but in the human perfection of the men 
who wrote those letters and of others like them, 
whether living in the past or present or not yet 
born; a belief not in the thing a man may become if 
he reads the right books, and develops the right 
tastes and undergoes the right discipline, but a 
belief in the thing he is. 

It is necessary to believe in man, not only as 
the Christians believe in man, out of pity, or as 
the democrats believe in man, out of loyalty, but 
also as the Greeks believed in man, out of pride. 

Archibald MacLeish 
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READERS’ FORUM 


Dears Sirs: 
Permit me to congratulate you on your current 
issue (March-April, 1959) which is the finest I have 
ever seen. Although I subscribe to many different 
publications, this is the only one which I sit down 
with and read from cover to cover. Enclosed is my 
check for $5.00. Please send me twenty-five copies 
of this issue to distribute to friends who should 
know about you. 
Sincerely, 
R. F. Burlingame, Michigan 
6 t © 

Dear Dr. Coate: 

Your editorials are tops. Ira D. Cardiff is always 
good. So is Harold Scott, Edd Doerr, Corliss Lamofix, 
Arthur Cromwell. I like them all very much. 

Best wishes, 
Blanche L. Puccinelli, California 
* * * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

I appreciate your good letter of February 14, and 
meant to write you sooner. Congratulations on the 
latest issue of the American Rationalist with your 
excellent Editorial and interesting scholarly articles. 
Your “Faith in Man” reminds me of my friend 
and former colleague, Julian Huxley, the Evo- 
lutionary Humanist, especially in a recent book, 
“Religion Without Revelation”, 

I have had an interesting correspondence with 
Harry Mongold, who seems to be open-minded on 
the historical evidence from Petra and the Nabatean 
civilization contemporary with Jesus and the early 
Christians. : 

Cordially yours, 


Roy Lingle, Pennsylvania 
+ © # 


Dear Dr. Coate: ; 

I am in favor of raising the subscription of the 
American Rationalist to $3.00 a year, or two years 
for $5.00, for I believe the magazine is well worth 
it and all Rationalists will gladly pay it. 

Keep up the good work. Our magazine will help 
to enlighten more and more, and will eventually 
induce the thinkers and those who look at rational 
movements realistically to join our growing mem- 
bership. Greetings and best wishes for success 
in this important program. 

Rationalistically yours, 


Ed. Puchta, Wisconsin 
* ” a 


Dear Dr. Coate: 


I have been awaiting the opportunity to write 
to you about the happy chance by which you gave 
me a copy of The Rationalist at the Humanist Con- 
vention in New York City in February. The 
publication in the Manchester Union Leader today 
of the enclosed letter of mine provides the occasion 
for me to write this letter. 

About two weeks before you handed me that 
copy I had sent to that newspaper a letter on the 
subject of “Washington, Lincoln and God.” It is 
a subject I had tried on other newspapers in recent 
years but never with any success. I was not at all 
sure that this letter would be published by so 
strongly a “God-directed” paper, but it was on 
March 4th. 
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Though I am swamped with reading matter in 
the general field of religion and science, I inclose 
$2.00 for a year of The Rationalist. That Jan.-Feb. 
issue certainly proved indispensable to me. 

Sincerely yours, 
Alexander Lincoln Jr., New Hampshire 
a2 a * 


Dear Editor: 

Although my subscription has not yet expired, 
I am sending you $2.00 to continue the American 
Rationalist magazine for another year. I certainly 
must praise you people for the wonderful articles 
you print in your magazine. One in particular was 
great and I sure would like to see more such 
articles by Dr. William BE. Zeuch. His article on 
“Theology and Mental Health” was highly edu- 
cational. I wish you would prevail upon him to 
write more such articles. 

My best wishes, 
Max Maker, Milwaukee, Wis. 


* * * 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

I received a copy of the March-April issue of the 
American Rationalist. You have a most interesting 
magazine. It is a publication which would interest 
a number of our friends here. If you have any extra 
copies, please send them on and I'll put them in 
good hands, I found Dr. Zeuch’s article on Mental 
Health especially interesting I still think 
the answer lies in better training and education 
of children from birth, to keep them from being 
miseducated as so many are now. 

Fraternally yours, 
Charlie Haines, Florida. 
* o * 
Dear Sirs, 

Along with my Anniversary Greetings Tin in- 
closing my Definition of Religion:— 

Religion is a tool in the hands of the ruling 
class for the prime purpose of making their servants 
good, tolerant; submissive, and obedient wage 
slaves. 

Religion molds the worker’s minds into believing 
that regardless of their bad conditions and hard 
life in this material world they shall later be duly 
compensated in that spiritual world which the clergy 
profess to know all about. 

Arthur Jensen, Milwaukee, Wis. 
* ae * 
Dear Dr. Coate: 

My wife just picked up a copy of the Unitarian 
Register for April which contains a selection by 
Edmund Wilson from his book A Piece of My Mind. 
It is entitled “The Cult of God Grows Obsolete”’ 
and should be “must” reading for very freethinker 
and rationalist the country over. 

The selection opens with “Religion is the cult of a 
god, or gods, concieved in supernatural terms. The 
‘religion of humanity’ and the ‘religion of art’ are 
no religions at all and it confuses the whole 
question of religion seriously to use such phrases.” 

This is meat right down my alley and backs up 
my contention that mere “goodness” is not to be 
equated with “religion” and it only confuses the 
issue to so contend. 

Also that the use of the term “God” in other than 


its sense as used in supernatural religion, is mean- 
ingless and mischievous. 

“Watered~iown Christian doctrines are phases 
in man’s struggle to get rid of religion”, says Ed- 
mund Wilson and what freethinker or rationalist 
will not fervently say “amen” to that statement? 

It would be wonderful if AR could reprint this 
also, but if not, at least make prominent editorial 
mention of it and the Unitarian Register which 
should be easily obtainable. 

Sincerely, 
John H. Latta, Oklahoma City 


* * * 


Editor, Springfield Union, 
Soringfield, Mass. 
Dear Sir: 

With the constant discussion about communism, 
it is well to clarify our thoughts about it. Com- 
munism is defined as the “theory or system of 
social organization, based upon the holding of all 
property in common, the actual ownership being 
ascribed to the community as a whole or to the 
state.” 

Communism has nothing to do with religion, but 
it so happens that, historically, it has been as- 
sociated with both Christianity and atheism. — 
Christians were originally a communistic sect, they 
“had all things in common” (Acts 2:44, 45, also 4:32, 
34, 35), amd at present many, if not all, of the 
Christian monastic orders operate on a com- 
munistic basis. The communism of Russia and its 
satellites, on the other hand, is supported by govern- 
ments which are atheistic. 

The Russians are subject to their communism 
involuntarily under compulsion — they can’t escape 
it. The individuals in the Christian orders, on the 
other hand, enter into their communism voluntarily. 
However, most of these individuals are enlisted to 
train for the orders when young, long before they 
are able to appreciate the full meaning and im- 
Plications of monastic existence. Since their vows, 
once given, may be broken only with what are re- 
presented as grave spiritual consequences, a large 
measure of compulsion enters into their case as 
well. 

There are three characteristics of communism, 
which run counter to the spirit of America. Com- 
munism discourages initiative, as the individual 
does not reap the fruits of his own labor; it requires 
adherence to a body of doctrine or “party line” 
from which none may dissent; and it enforces im- 
plicit obedience to those in charge of the complete 
organization. 

These three characteristics apply equally to the 
Russian communism and to the Christian monastic 
communism. The followers of the latter, because 
of their vow of poverty, chastity and obedience, 
_ are required additionally to forego marriage, an 
unnatural restraint not imposed under the Russian 
system. 

So let us not be misled by tirades directed only 
against “atheistic’’ communism. Let us remember 
that both types of communism, the Christian as well 
as the atheistic variety, are incompatible with 
American ideals and inconstistent with a free de- 
mocratic society. 

Very sincerely yours, 


Harold R. Rafton 


Dear Dr. Coate: 

Apparently Dr. William Zeuch has been greatly 
misinformed as to the true nature of Buddhism. The 
Opening sentence of his article, “Theology and 
Mental Health,” in the March-April 1959 issue of 
the American Rationalist, reads: “To put it bluntly, 
all supernatural religions, or all beliefs in the super- 
natural, no matter whether they be Buddhist, 
Christian, Jewish, Mohammedan, Mormon, or what 
not, are in reality forms of partial mental disorder.” 

He has made an error in his classification of 
Buddhism, for it contains neither theology nor 
supernaturalism. The Buddha was born, lived, and 
died a man. He has been considered by many as 
the greatest Rationalist of all times. His original 
teachings were pure Rationalism. The philosophy 
of Buddhism is not only compatible with modern 
science, but has taught things that are becoming 
known to psychologists only today. Dr. Graham 
Howe, a leading psychiatrist of Britain, has said: 
“To read a little of Buddhism is to realize that 
the Buddhists knew, two thousand five hundred 
years ago, far more about our modern problems of 
psychology than they. have been given credit for. 
They studied these problems long ago and found the 
answers also. We are now rediscovering the Ancient 
Wisdom of the East.” 

In its essence, Buddhism is mind culture, mental 
training, and character development. Perhaps the 
best and shortest definition of it that has been 
given is: “Buddhism is the adaptation of one’s life 
to harmonize with natural laws’. Buddhism rejects 
gods and supernaturalism. It teaches that nothing 
occurs except through cause and effect, in ac- 
cordance with natural laws. 

Will you kindly print this letter so that the mis- 
conceptions some people may have received con- 
cerning Buddhism, from the opening of Dr. Zeuch’s 
article, may possibly be corrected? 

Ralph L. Goggin, 
Denver, Colo. 
8 


The Nickel... 


I am only a nickel. 

I am not on speaking terms with the eandy 
man. 

I am too small to get into the movies. 

I am of small consideration at a gas station. 

Iam not fit to be a tip. 

But, believe me, When I go to Church 

Iam SOME MONEY! 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP 


offered to readers of 
The American Rationalist 


at $120.00 


Payable, if preferred, within a two-year 
period. The Rationalist Association is 
incorporated under the laws of the State 
of Missouri as a non-profit organization. 





For information write to: 


RATIONALIST ASSOCIATION 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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Heavenly Humor 


by THE EDITOR 





Stories | Like To Tell 


About Long Sermons... 


I once: heard a friend ask a Methodist minister 
how long“the thought an average sermon should last. 
The minister replied’that a sermon should be “like 
a lady’s dress: short enough to be interesting but 
long efiough to cover the subject.” He then add- 
ed that a ministerial friend of his operates on the 
theory “there are no. souls saved after the first 
thirty’ thinutes.” 

: + co € 

A minister had written out his very beautiful 
sermon in manuscript form and it was all ready for 
him tq’ read at the usual Sunday morning church 
hour. But upon returning to his office for the manu- 
script he discovered that his dog had come in thru 
an open door and chewed up the sermon. So the 
minister explained the situation to his congregation 
and indicated that for this Sunday at least “they 
would have to depend on the Lord.” But his sermon 
was so short and interesting and inspirational that 
everybody was pleased that he had lost his written 
sermon." There was also a visiting lady from a 
neigtiborifig church that morning who, after the 
close of ‘the sermon, approached the minister to 
ask if his dog was a female. He replied, “Yes, and 
why do you ask?” She explained that she thought 
if it was, she would like to get one of the pups 


for her preacher. 
s . 


Somé have heard the story of Mark Twain’s un- 
usual adventure in a visit to a church with a friend 
of his. The minister had preached a rather superior 
type of sermon, thought Mark, at the end of the 
first thirty minutes, and he reached into his pocket 
for aDollar bill to put into the collection basket. 
But the minister made the mistake of preaching for 
a second thirty minutes, and Mark’s enthusiasm 
cooled considerably, and he put the Dollar back and 
in its place he got 50c for the collection. But the 
minister ¢ontinued still another hour, indicating 
that his terminal facilities were entirely inadequate, 
and finally when the contribution basket came 
around, Mark actually reached into the basket 

‘ook out a quarter. 
. 


In the old days a minister had been invited by 
the Alumni Association of Yale University to give 
an address at their Annual Alumni Banquet, but 
the Chairman made the mistake of failing to sug- 
gest a subject, so the speaker explained that since 
he was given no particular subject on which to 
speak he’ would just take the name of good old 
Y-A-L-E. He then proceeded to speak for a half 
an hour on “Y” for Youth, another half-hour on “A” 
for Allegiance, still another half-hour on “L’”’ for 
Loyalty, and finally on “E” for Energy, Enthusiasm 
— Earnestness, etc., until at his conclusion he had 
spoken more than two hours. In closing the program 
the Chairman expressed his pleasure that the 
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speaker had-not taken for his subject, “The 


Massachusetts Institute of Technology”. 


* * * 


An old Rationalist in Los Angeles was intrigued 
by the subject of a sermon which had been announc- 
ed in the papers and decided to break his established 
habit of boycotting the churches — just for once. 
He arrived tardily but in time to hear the minister 
announce that at the close of the service there was 
to be a meeting of the board. The drone of the 
pipe-organ and the monotony of the minister’s 
voice almost put him to sleep and he dozed through 
most of the sermon. But at the close of the church 
hour he waited near the door to see what would 
happen. The preacher spotted him and asked if he 
understood there was to be a meeting of the Board. 
He said, “Of course; that is exactly why I remained, 
because if there is anybody any more bored than 
I am, I don’t know who it could be.” 


* * * 


With Apologies To Honest Abe 


“Two score years ago,” wrote Anon, “our fathers 
brought forth upon this nation a new tax, con- 
ceived and dedicated to the proposition that all 
men and their income are created fair game. 

“Now we are engaged in a great mass of calcula- 
tion, testing whether the taxpayer, so confused and 
impoverished, can long endure. We are met on 
the battleform of that calculation — 1040. We 
have come to dedicate a large portion of our in- 
come to a final resting place with these men, who 
spend their lives that we may part with our 
money. 

“Tt is not altogether fitting that we do this. But 
in the legal sense, we cannot evade, we cannot 
underestimate this tax. The collectors who comput- 
ed here have gone far beyond our poor power to 
add or subtract. 

“Our creditors will little note, nor long remember, 
what we pay here, but the Internal Revenue Service 
can never forget what we declare here. 

“Tt is to us, then, to be dedicated to the great 
task before us, that from these vanishing dollars 
we take increased devotion to the few that remain, 
that we highly resolve that next year will not find 
us in a higher bracket.” 


© * ® 


It Won’t Cost A Cent 

A preacher became quite ill and went to a 
doctor noted for his skill pills and his bill. The 
medico was a member of the minister’s church, al- 
though not too regular in his attendance. 

The minister improved under the doctor’s care. 
But soon he began to worry because he had not 
received a bill. Alarmed at what the charge might 
do to his modest salary, he went to the doctor and 
said, “See here, doctor, you must tell me how much 
I owe you.” 

“T’ll tell you what I'll do,” said the doctor. “They 
Say you’re a good preacher and you seem to think 
I’m a pretty fair doctor. So I’ll make this bargain 
with you: I’ll do all I can to keep you out of heaven 
if you will do all you can to keep me out of hell. 
And it won’t cost either one of us a cent.” 

Arthur Johnson 


AR International Pen-Pals 
Club 


Hello again, raeders .. . Sut y mae pawb yma? 
(Welsh dictionaries can be obtained thru me). 

Our first customer this month is a young lady 
from Germany, Fraulein URSULA GEHRMANN. 
The address is Wuppertal-Elberfeld, Prinzenstrasse 
12, West Germany. Ursula tells me she is a technical 
assistant, is aged sweet seventeen, and is interested 
in muic, sports and the theatre. She would like to 
correspond with friends in other countries, but 
please note that she wrote me in German and does 
not mention that she is familiar with any other 
language (wenn Sie englisch schreiben, Ursula, Sie 
miissen wiederschreiben). Perhaps some German- 
speaking freethinker who hasn’t much to do — 
(Walter Hoops?) will contact the young lady? 

Announcement from the pulpit: “The preacher 
for next Sunday will be found nailed to the vestry 
door.” 

Mr. and Mrs. J. R. LEGER, 403 12th St., East, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada, saw a notice 
about us in a recent LIBERAL (thanks to friend 
Whitten) and would like to hear from members. 
They are both in their early thirties and have many 
interests: art, music (they have a theater pipe 
organ), philately, photography, books. They own 
a Sunbeam car (I was once told that Jesus wanted 
ME for a Sunbeam) and tell me that the real 
boss in their household is a Siamese cat called 
Suki. 

So I can’t resist telling you about the two cats 
who were watching a game of tennis and after 
a little time one cat turned to the other and said: 


“Y’know, my father’s in that racket.” — — Any 
questions? 
M. Streit, Dorf, bei Wittlich, West Germany, 


read about our club in the German rationalist 
monthly “Die Freigeistige Aktion.” He or she, (it 
isn’t disclosed!) writes German only and wants to 
correspond in that language. 

Incidentally, I hope someone in Milwaukee sends 
a sample copy of Das Freie Wort to all these 
German addresses... .? 

A breezy letter to hand from a young lady of 
13, BECKY HALONEN, 3705 West Park, Cleve- 
land 11, Ohio, U.S.A. Becky informs me that her 
district is 90 percent R.C. and 10 percent Protestant 
and sometimes she feels that she is the only atheist 
in the whole world. (I used to feel like that, but 
now I know there are two of us). She likes to read 
anything and everything and has even tried a 
Catholic magazine, but found it hogwash (will 
hogs please send letters of complaint to Lowell H. 
Coate?)! The name Halonen sounds Finnish, so 
I'll say “Kiitos hyvin paljon”’, Becky — and if you 
or any other readers understand Finnish you are 
welcome to free sample of the Finnish freethought 
monthly Vapaa Ajattelija. 

The Pen-Pals Club now has 107 registered mem- 
bers and here is the geographical distribution:— 
United States 36; England 15; West Germany 12; 
Holland, Canada 6; Israel, Italy 5; Scotland 4; 
Ceylon, Formosa, New Zealand, Ghana, Australia 
2; and South Africa, Wales, Northern Rhodesia, 


Mexico Poland, France, Nigeria, and East Germany 
one each. 

So if you would like to engage in international 
correspondence with rationalists overseas or at 
home, drop me a line. There is no charge for this, 
our only interest is to see friendship between free- 
thinkers of other countries prosper. — Write to 
Dave Shipper, 5 Kyveilog St., Cathedral Rd., 
Cardiff, Wales, Great Britain, stating any special 
interests or other languages spoken. All journals 
are once again asked to help publicize this club. 
It belongs to everyone. 

That’s all for this month . . . Da bo’ch chwi —. 

Dave Shipper 





* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
418 Anti-Clerical Jokes 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Freethought's Only Joke Book 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
Unique - Hilarious - Biting 


* HEAVENLY HUMOR 
A Wonderful Present 


Get your copy before the first edition 
is sold out — $1.25 


THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 








A New Booklet — 
So You May Know... 


WRITTEN ESPECIALLY FOR 
NON-RATIONALISTS 
v 
Contains Four Sections: 
* How the Bible originated 


¢ Description of and selections 
from the Syllabus of Errors of 
Pope Pius IX. 


* Selections from Luther’s Theses 
¢ Undemocratic pronouncements of 
the Roman Catholic Church 
8 pages crammed with excellent points 
for everyone to read — Protestants, 
Catholics or liberals. 
15 cents each — 10 for $1.00 
100 for $5.00 — 500 for $22.50 
1000 for $40.00 


Published by 
Rationalist Association 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St Louis 6, Mo. 
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THE WIDE, WIDE 
MOVEMENT 


by ELDON SCHOLL 
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All organizations are urged to 
send in their news, programs, ac- 
tivities, elections, socials, past or 
future, and pictures of meetings, 
officers or members, or anything 
of interest to Rationalists. 


FREETHINKER’S BANQUET 
BIG SUCCESS 

With a guest list of 120 persons, 
the FREETHINKERS of SOUTH- 
ERN CALIFORNIA celebrated 
their Seventh Anniversary with a 
gala banquet held at the famed 
Mona Lisa on Wilshire Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, this past May 16. 

President Frank Vincent Wad- 
dy, introduced by Banquet Chair- 
man, Dr. Lillian Starr, opened the 
proceedings with a few appropriate 
remarks, humurous anecdotes and 
the introduction of the Executive 
Board, after which she then pass- 
ed the gavel to First VicePres., 
Dr. Lowell H. Coate as Master of 
Ceremonies. 

Prominent among various guests 
introduced by Dr. Coate were Dr. 
Donald A. Piatt, professor of Phi- 
losophy at the University of Cali- 
fornia; Peter Charlton, an inter- 
national worker for world peace; 
Mr. Harley Easley, financier and 
author of the book “How to Laugh 
Your Way to a Million”: Dr. W. 
Stark, original signer of the Con- 
stitution of the Freethinkers of 
Southern California; Dr. Irving 
Benveniste from Istanbul, Turkey; 
Ruth Cornell Fuller, professional 
lecturer; and Dr. Julian Fleg of | 
Los Angeles. | 

Among the many outstanding | 
highlights of the program was the 
presentation of a very beautiful 
scroll plaque by the noted attor- 
ney, MacArthur Propp, from the 
Freethinkers of Southern Cali- 
fornia to author, philosopher, edu- 
cator and psychiatrist, Dr. Vitali 
Negri. We think the wording of 
the plaque worthwhile quoting: 

“To Dr. Vitali Negri, Honorary 
President, in Token of Our High 
Esteem; 

For his courageous fight against 
dictatorship; 

His Adamant stand in support of 
justice; 
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His dynamic leadership 
cause of our organization; 
His meritorious achievements 
the philosophy of freethought; 
His scholarly authorship of anti- 
superstitious, scientifically logical 
books and articles appearing here 
and abroad; 

And for his tireless devotion, day 
and night, toward the establish- 
ment of universal ethics.” 

In acknowledgment, Dr, Negri 
reiterated that the honor belonged 
not to him but to the organization 
and its stand for justice, the 
Plaque being representative of a 
victory in which he was proud to 
share. 

Dr. Negri further emphasized 
that a freethinker, besides a free 
mind, requires also a free country 
in which to express himself and 
is therefore particularly indebted, 
more than others, for the free- 
doms afforded by the United States 
of America to its people. He also 
voiced the warning, later echoed 
by Dr. Piatt, that we should be 
vigilant within our own ranks to 
see that we ourselves uphold the 
high standards of freedom, and 
that the same intolerance, dictator- 
ship, injustice and bigotry we de- 
cry in others does not take root 
and flourish among ourselves. — 
Fraternal interests and the ne- 
cessity for building constructively 
was urged by Dr. Negri as one 
of our most important instruments 
in educational progress. 


in 





ae 


in the| 





A greeting from the American 
Rationalist magazine was read. 

Entertainment for the evening 
was headed by well-known singer 
and voice teacher, Mr. Jack East- 
man. Songsters Margaret Chis- 
holm, Harold Lafferty, and Mrs. 
Walter Stark with accompanists 
Maureen Galloway and Mrs. Lil- 
lian Franco offered delightful num- 
bers of semiclassical and popular 
melodies, while Mr. Oliver Hassel, 
mandolinist, 76 years young, en- 
tranced everyone with his dexterity 
and musical talent. 

Perhaps the most festive, color- 
ful, and certainly the most sur- 
prising note in the entertainment 
department may be claimed by 
the Hula-ettes who offered a 15 
minute sequence of “Dances from 
Hawaii” featuring none other than 
the female members of the Ex- 
ecutive Board replete in costumes 
from Hawaii with glittering Hula 
skirts and flower leis. Names of 
the Hula-ettes as officers of the 
Freethinkers are: Mrs. Virginia 
Lafferty, Ass’t to husband Harold 
Lafferty in Public Relations; Dr. 
Maxine Negri, Rec. Secretary, also 
choreographer and instructor; Dr. 
Lillian Starr, second Vice-Pres.; 
Mrs. Wanda K. Towns, the Corr. 
Secretary; and Mrs. Clare Yas- 
goor, member. 

According to President Waddy 
and Vice-President Coate, the an- 
nual celebration of the Freethink- 
ers of Southern California will 


Dr. Maxine Negri, daughter Vicki, Dr. Vitali Negri, Honorary Chair- 
man, and Frank Waddy, Pres., at the Seventh Annual Anniversary 
Banquet of the Freethinkers of Southern California. 
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henceforth be an established in- | 
stitution. Certainly the Banquet 
Chairman,, Dr. Lillian Starr, and | 
her committee deserve a round of | 
applause. | 

Dr. Coate’s presiding was in | 
character and truly reminiscent of | 
former days when he was well | 
known as a poular M. C. in Los 
Angeles, and his remarks were | 
both inspirational and entertain- | 
ing. He admitted that it was a | 
real “homecoming” for him since 
he has been absent from Los An- 
geles much of the time in recent 
years. He was delighted to note 
the growth and progress of the 
organization and especially the 
food number of younger people 
who are active in its programs 
and activities. He was particular- 
ly delighted to hear Dr. Negri 
make the challenging announce- 
ment that he expects soon to 
launch a campaign for 1,000 new 
members of the Freethinkers of 
“outhern California. 

The organization has applied to 
the American Rationalist Feder- 
ation for admittance as an affiliate 
society, 


There are three projects that 
the AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
FEDERATION may take up at 
the convention this year and all 
are important. One is the possi- 
bility of cooperation among those 
organizations that have good li- 
braries to form a lending library 
by mail. Organizations or individu- 
als interested should write to Mr. 
Ralph Blois, P.O. Box 273, Rock- 
ford, Illinois. Those interested in 
forming a cremation society, which 
would include secular funeral ar- 
rangements should write to the 
federation or attend the conven- 
tion in August. The third project 
is the increasing demand for a 
Freethinkers Home. There are a 
good many who have been discuss- 
ing this idea for years. Several 
have good suggestions. One free- 
thinker suggests Alaska for the 
site since land may be obtained 
for homesteading although it is 
going at a rapid rate and in two 
years or so the choice locations 
will have been taken. Those in- 
terested in the Alaskan project 
should write to Grady Robinette, 
Box A-11, Wasilla, Alaska. If you 
are more interested in another 
site contact thé ARF headquarters 
or attend the cnovention, or both. 


KARL BE. PAULI was elected 
president pro tem of the KNIGHTS 








OF REASON, INC., in Toledo, O. 


iit 


Some of the members of the Ghana Rationalist Group. From 





left to 


right: Theophilus Pels, John Dotchey, W. E. Ghartey, Lieut. R. C. K. 
Hewlett, K. Atuahene-Mensah and E. Nuworzah. 


The proposed articles of associ- 
ation and the prospectus of the 
organization may be obtained from 
Gloria Rightmyer, Secretary, 5339 
Rowland Road, Toledo 13, Ohio. 
Mr. Pauli, by the way, has publish- 
ed a small booklet, the cover of 
which reads: What GOD HAS RE- 
VEALED to MAN. Inside are 8 
pages, all blank! 


When Joseph Lewis announced 
the proposed Thomas Paine Chil- 
dren’s Home and Education In- 
stitute in Florida residents of the 
area circulated a petition against 
rezoning of property purchased by 
Lewis as the school site. Primary 
objections, says the Miami Herald 
in an article (Picture of Lewis, 
too), “stems from a belief that 
the school would advocate an anti- 
religious philosophy.” The Herald 
quotes Lewis as saying, “What 
my personal opinions are, are mine, 
and mine alone. I would not con- 
ceal or hide them .. . as for the 
question of religion which has been 
injected into this controversary, 
any child left in our care who de- 
sires to attend any church will 
not only be permitted to attend it, 
but we will see that he is escort- 
ed and safely returned .. . to deny 
a child who wishes to attend a 
church would be a gross, flagrant 
violation of his civil rights.” 


Walter Hoops spoke to the RA- 
TIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. 
LOUIS on the subject My Im- 





presions of Mexico, giving his ex- 
periences on a recent trip to Old 
Mexico and including a good ac- 
count of the history of Mexico in 
regard to church and state. Edd 
Doerr visited in St. Louis for a 
few days and gave a talk before 
the HUMANIST CENTER of his 
experiences in Colombia, So. Ame- 
rica. Dr. Lowell H. Coate returned 
to the AR office after a trip to 
California and Mexico. 


Hugh Robert Orr, editor of 
Progressive World, spoke before 
freethinkers in Portland and in 
Seattle on Religious Bigotry vs. 
Our Secular Government. Mr. Orr 
spoke before the HUMANIST 
FELLOWSHIP in Oakland, Calif., 
on the subject To Hell with Dante 
— and Return. The Fellowship 
continues their weekly Sunday 
morning radio talks. 


At the second conference of the 
GHANA RATIONALIST GROUP 
the secretary, Lt. R. C. K. Hew- 
lett, reported that advertisements 
inserted in the Nigerian Daily 
Times and Ghana Daily Graphic 
brought numerous letters of en- 
quiry and led to the enrollment 
of several members. Literature 
donated by overseas organizations 
and individuals helped to stock 
their library which is aveilable to 
all members. The position accorded 
to religious instruction in schools 
was discussed and a letter giving 
the Group’s views was sent to the 
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Minister of Education with a copy 
to Dr. Nkrumah. It was decided 
that since the group embraced all 
shades of freethought and human- 
istic opinion they would not af- 
filiate with the World Union of 
Freethinkers nor the International 
Humanist and Ethical Union, how- 
ever, the secretary should join both 
international organizations and to 
keep members informed of world 
developments. 

A joint meeting of the RATION- 
ALIST ASSOCIATION OF JO- 
HANNESBURG with the South 
Africa Society for Psychic Re- 
search was held in which Dr. Ed- 
ward Roux spoke for the Ration- 
alists, at the University of the 
Witwatersrand. The subject 
naturally — was on extrasensory 
perception. Dr. Roux also gave a 
talk on The Miracles of Lourdes, 
which was given headlines and a 
long report by a Rand Daily Mail 
staff reporter and much contro- 
versy ensued. Advertisements in 
Cape Town newspapers invited all 
rationalists, freethinkers and se- 
cularists to attend a meeting to 
form an organization and fifty 
people crowded into a small hall, 
with some fifteen handing their 
names in as interested. The for- 
mation of a Cape Town section 
raised the question of the expan- 
sion of the Rationalist Association 
beyond the confines of Johannes- 
burg and it was hoped a Rational- 
ist Association of South Africa 
would be established to which 
both Johannesburg and Cape Town 
and other branches would affiliate. 


After two issues of the new 
paper The Westralian Secularist, 
freethinkers scattered over a large 
part of Western Australia met for 
the first Westralian Secularist 
Fellowship Rally in King’s Park 
when nineteen had a jolly party. 
Strangers to each other, they free- 
ly talked, laughed, joked — es- 
pecially talked! The view was that 
they should have more. At the 
next meeting Dr. J. V. Duhig of 
Brisbane visited with the secular- 
ists. Copies of the new duplicated 
bulletin-journal may be obtained 
by writing editor Collin Coates, 
100 Acton Av., Rivervale, Western 
Austrailia. 

The Dutch freethought weekly 
De Vrijdenker has changed its 
name to Bevrijdend Denken — 
(Liberated Thinking) and J. G. 
Rausch is now editor. The Utrecht 
branch heard Dr, V. Westhoff talk 
on Depth. Psychology and Ethics. 
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The Huls-ettes, entertainers at the 
annual Anniversary Banquet of 


the Freethinkers of Southern Cali- 
fornia, are all members of the 








Executive Board. Starting from 
above: Virginia Lafferty, Lillian 
Starr, Wanda Towns, Clare Yas- | 
goor and Maxine Negri. 


The Alkmaar branch heard a talk | 
on The Position of the Freethink- | 
er in Modern Times. Dr. O. Noor- 
denbos spoke on The Consequences 
of Freethought. Authoress Anna | 
Blaman spoke in Rotterdam on} 
Eroticism in Literature. Those | 
who read Dutch may send for a 
copy of Oontact, to A. Meinster, 
Oude Waal 17, Amsterdam — C, | 
Holland. 





The Christchurch branch of the 
NEW ZEALAND RATIONALIST 
ASSOCIATION heard Mr. D. J. 
Alley speak on Christian Missions 
Fail in China. The Association has 
acquired a new film projector and 
is making great use of it. 


The annual conference of the 
(British) NATIONAL SECULAR 
SOCIETY was held in Bristol over 
a two day session. F. A. Ridley 
was again elected president. <A 
Press Propaganda Group was duly 
formed for unified action in local 
and national newspaper correspon- 
dence columns, and to undertake 
an advertising campaign to boost 
sales of The Freethinker. Also de- 
cided was to examine the approach 
to youth made by overseas free- 
thought and humanist organiza- 
tions, and to organize an annual 
week-end school for members. — 
Outdoor demonstrations were held 
in The Downs (which had Christi- 
an and Communist opposition). — 
When the platforms were dis- 








mantled at the approach of dusk 


several groups were left engaged 
in vigorous controversy! 


The LEICESTER SECULAR 
YOUTH FELLOWSHIP conducts 
many activities which include table 


tennis, billiards, chess, darts — 
photography, cooking, camping, 
hiking, cycling, climbing, canoe- 


ing, and meet on Sunday afternoon 
for discussions on any subject that 
they fancy and then follow with 
a Rock n’ Roll session on the 
“gramaphone.” Visiting lecturers 
spoke on astronomy and mountain- 
eering, and the juniors saw the 
film Jan Huss. They also issue a 
news letter and have received a 
lot of publicity from the local 
newspapers. The emphasis is on 
recreation rather than education 
and prefer a club which does not 
demand a church membership as 
qualification. 


A joint Paine commemoration 
in London was held in May by the 
RATIONALIST PRESS ASSOCI- 
ATION, the NATIONAL SECU- 
LAR SOCIETY and the SOUTH 
PLACE ETHICAL SOCIETY on 
the 150th anniversary of Thomas 
Paine’s death (June 7th). Michael 
Foot and Christopher Brunel and 





Read The LIBERAL 
A 24 page monthly journal of the 
Friendship Liberal League, devoted to 
freethought, rationalism, and topics of 
general interest to freethinkers. 

The F.L.L. is a Member of the 
American Rationalist Federation 
SUBSCRIPTION $1.00 PER YEAR, 

FOREIGN $1.50 
FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, Inc- 
5233 North 5th Street 
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BOUND VOLUME OF 
THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
— VOLUME TWO — 
beautifully bound in maroon and gold 
stamped, are available for $5.00 each. 
Limited Supply. 
THE AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Lovis Ave. St. Lovis 6, Mo. 





100 ASSORTED REPRINTS of outstanding 
articles in AR plus 4 sheets (240) anti- 
clerical stickers. — $1.00. 
BOOK SERVICE 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST 
2218 St. Louis Ave. St. Louis 6, Mo. 





FOR SALE—Comic Postal Cards. Set of 
six. No. 1 to 6, Drawn by Ottokar, Price 
5¢ each, ail six for 25¢. Order from 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST, 2218 St. Lowis 
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others were speakers. In Glasgow 
on June 7th a commemoration 
meeting was held at which Guy A. 
Aldred spoke. 


The previously existing Human- 
ist Council and Humanist Ass’n 
in England have been superceded 
by the new HUMANIST COUNCIL 
when the Ethical Union, the Ra- 
tionalist Association and National 
Secular Society formed a new re- 
lationship responsible for public 
relations and common action. 
Each group has a representation 
of three persons. 


The February number of Der 
Freidenker carried a four page 
“baby” Der Junge Freidenker (The 
Young Freethinker) and it is plan- 
ned to appear quarterly with the 
backing of the senior monthly, Der 
Freidenker. Hubert Freistiihler, 
editor, spoke on Freethought in 





Germany. Herr Freistiihler was re- 
elected chairman of the German 
Freethought Federation. 


The March issue of Het Vrije 
Woord (The Free Voice) carried 
an interesting discussion on the 
controversial subject Euthanasia. 
This journal is issued 20 times a 
year and is the official organ of 
the HUMANISTISCH VERBOND, 
Belgian Humanist League, reprint- 
ing summaries of the League’s 
broadcasts. Those who read 
Flemish may obtain a sample from 
Het Vrije Woord, Korte Rijak- 
kerstraat 18, Mariakerke (Gent), 
Belgium. 


The Belgian freethinkers of Ant- 
werp held their traditional annual 
Feast of the Freethought Youth 
on May 3. 


Most of the February issue of 
Das Freie Wort, organ of the 
Luxembourg Freethought Associ- 
ation was printed in the local 
Luxembouryeoise patois, instead 
of the customary German and a 
| little French, The report was on 
the annual conference and made 
interesting reading. 





Swiss freethinkers of Zurich 
branch heard W. Gysling speak on 
Humanity and the Atom. In Berne, 
Dr. H. Brandengerger lectured on 
Scientific Philosophy. 


The Austrian KORPERSCHAFT 
DER KIRCHENFREIEN now has 





branches in Salzburg and Steier- 





mark, held their annua] meeting 
in Graz. 


Italian freethinkers of the GIOR- 
DANO BRUNO ASSOCIATION 
held a public meeting in Rome at 
which their principle speaker was 
their president, Andrea Finocchi- 
aro-Aprile. 


The Open Forum meetings of 
the NEW ZEALAND RATIONAL- 
IST ASSOCIATION began the ‘59 
series with a lively Brain Trust, 
supper and social intervat. Various 
questions dealt with the color 
problem in New Zealand, South 
Africa and elsewhere, the world 
population problem, the equality 
of women and many other topics. 
A film on geological evolution of 
the Grand Canyon of the Colorado 
and a film account of the town of 
Bolivar, Missouri, U.S.A. rounded 
out the evening. A discussion on 
Religion and Socialism was held by 
the Auckland University Socialist 
Club at which two Christians and 
a Rationalist agreed that Christi- 
anity and Socialism were incom- 
patible, although they al argued 
from different premises, including 
the Catholic priest. 


A dinner was given by the PHI- 
LADELPHIA RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY at which a statuette of 
Thomas Paine was presented to 
the Society through the donation 
of a friend. 

* 


from THE RIPSAW: 

Almost daily we read of some 
daredevil performing some death- 
defying act which calls for the 
last ounce of courage — yet when 
these same people submit them- 
selves to a priest their courage sud- 
denly evaporates like the morning 
dew when it is touched by the 
rays of the sun. The fact that 
they are being made mental slaves 
to be exploited never seems to 
enter mind. To cast off the shackl- 
es of the supernatural requires 
courage which can generally only 
be acquired over a considerable 
length of time, however, the thrills 
are just as great as any death 
defying act anyone can engage 
in. 





HERE IS THE HIGHEST MENTAL 
ADVENTURE, MAKE SELF-RESPECT 
YOUR RELIGION 


THE FORTEAN SOCIETY 
Box 192 
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“THE CAUSES OF WORLD WAR THREE” 
C. Wright Mills 

I would put this book in the list of five or six 
most significant essays on the international crisis. 
It offers an over-all view of our situation and urges 
a basi¢ revision in the approach taken by our 
leaders. 

Who are the leaders? This is one of the topics. In 
international affairs Congress as practically ab- 
dicated to the executive branch, and the latter is 
dominated by the military psychology. Such erst- 
while voices for the people as labor and farmers’ 
unions are concerned with the international status 
quo. The intellectuals have accepted a position of 
impotence: Meanwhile, the political-financial-mili- 
tary leadership have only one idea — international 
affairs is a “War of Fright.” 

There must be a solution other than this, because 
this is no solution, and humanity consists of think- 
ing animals. Perhaps the situation is simply that 
we should concentrate on the industrialization of 
underdeveloped countries, says Mr. Mills. This 
would steal the Communist thunder. If capitalism 
as is cannot do it, then we must find a way that will 
do it and yet preserve ithe chances for democracy. 

We and the Russians are frantically increasing 
armament. It all began with the notion of frighten- 
ing each other away from attacking, or perhaps 
the Russians wanted us to back away. But now that 
both nations know that any war will demolish 
civilization, why will they not stop? It seems to 
be a mania. If the Russians seem aggressive in 
Berlin and elsewhere, this seems part of their mania 
and partly a way to save face. Our leaders on both 
sides care nothing for the “face” of the opposition 
and therefore force each other into more and more 
desperate actions. 

Meanwhile, everyone seems to think war is the 
only possible future. The first step for any edu- 
cated person is to read this book; the next is to 
think along its lines. 

Harry E. Mongold 
Simon & Schuster, $1.50 paper, $3.50 cloth. 
+ * * 
“THE SCIENCE OF RELIGION,” 
Floyd Perkins 

This essay is an example of how early indoctrina- 
tion and the social pressure for conformity can 
triumph over the influences of a scientific education. 

His basic principle, “God is,” is not a principle 
at all. It is a mere assumption that can in no way 
be related to science. Science deals with the develop- 
ment of demonstrable facts and their correlation 
for practical application to human problems and 
toward the furtherance of human progress. 

The word “God,” of itself, is an empty word. It 
is completely without content except insofar as the 
individual’s imagination supplies it. 

We must start with Man, the only creative being 
that we know anything about. He has the potential 
capacity to solve all of his own problems and to 
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unravel the secrets of the cosmos. However, first 
of all his dynamic must be released by banishing 
the devitalizing notion that a deity has a plan 
which he, she, or it will work out in good time. 
What incentive does this leave for man to do any- 
thing on his own? If he keeps praying to this sup- 
posed deity for powers he already possesses, when 
will he develop sufficient confidence in himself to 
implement his own potential? 
Arthur Hewson 
Greenwich, $2.50. Order from AR Book Service. 


* * * 


“LIVE AND LET LIVE, THE MORAL OF THE 
WOLFENDEN REPORT” 
by Eustace Chesser, M.D. 

This report of a British committee takes the 
liberal view. 

The codes of ethical conduct that societies work 
out vary with different civilizations. Some of them 
could be improved upon to make allowance for the 
personalities who may be endowed differently from 
their fellows and who deserve sympathy rather 
than punishment. One must distinguish between 
acts that do not conform to our moral standards 


THE BIRTH OF THE GOSPEL 
by WILLIAM BENJAMIN SMITH 
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for this, drawn from wide critical researches on bibli- 
cal and uncanonical literature. He is conceded “hard 
to refute'’, a challenge to scholars and to the thought- 
ful layman. 

xxi. plus 232 pp. — Now $2.00 


> Order through: 


AR BOOK SERVICE 
2218 St. Louis Ave. ° St. Louis 6, Mo. 


JUST OFF THE PRESS — 


SO YOU MAY KNOW — 8 page pamphlet 
of essential information 


GIORDANO BRUNO — 12 page reprint of 
Dr. Kessler’s article about this for- 
gotten philosopher burnt at the stake 3 

, in 1600. 3 


> 
> THE RATIONALIST CHALLENGE and 
FAITH IN MAN 
16 page reprint of two editorials of 
, Dr. Lowell H. Coate 


One set of all three 50c 
Three sets $1.00 
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and those which are harmful to society. Most in- 
verts are not vicious. Many heterosexuals are. 

The Wolfenden recommends the age of consent 
be twenty-one; that homosexual acts should not 
be punished any more than adultery is, provided 
they were done in private and by mutual consent. 
The matter of seducing a child is immoral either 
by homosexual or heterosexual and should be con- 
demned. 

The psychology of the prostitute is worth in- 
vestigating. The woman uses her sex in a calculated 
way so she may have certain luxuries, a feeling 
of power over men, or perchance to demonstrate 
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MORE and MORE religious bigots control 
our Congress and our Legislatures. Bills now 
before Congress will prohibit criticism of 
religion. Our liberties are going down the { 
drain. Freethinkers can only protect them- 
selves by acting promptly to spread ration- { 
alism before it is too late. The lazy or stingy ; 
, rationalist may find our liberties lost—along 
with the billions (yes) we pay for the re- 
3 ligionists’ taxes and their special benefits. 3 
$ Below are listed books, leaflets, which are 
priced next to nothing. — Buy them and 


awaken others — send in each letter, carry (; 
} a few in your pocket and pass them out. 


WHAT MARK TWAIN SAID ABOUT GOD. 
A magnificent satire — 50 for $1.00. 

; *» 

WHAT A FREETHINKER THINKS. 


By James Hervey Johnson, Mild awakener, 
7 30 for $1.00. 


2 RELIGION A PRIMITIVE FABLE. 


By Dr. J. M. Wilson. Booklet. 
30c, 4 for $1.00. , 


e 
SUPERIOR MEN. By James Hervey Johnson. 3 


192 p. book, card cover. This book exposes 
the religious racket in bold words. 2 for $1. 


FREE LIST of other books and pamphlets, 
upon request. 


4 
‘ 
: 
4 
3 
: 
, a 
. 
: 
. 
4 
: 


SUPERIOR BOOKS 


Dept. AR - Box 2832, : 
SAN DIEGO 12, CALIFORNIA 7 











her hustility to men in general. There is emotional 
instability here which leads her to use sex as a 
means to an end which is not its normal function. 
As Dr. Chesser says, “What is sacrificed by all 
forms of prostitution is the relationship of sincerity.” 

The press and cinema by their sensationalism 
make it difficult for people to accept the function 
of sex as naturally as our other functions. What is 
needed is a total reorientation of society’s attitude 
ttoward sex which will bring it out into the clean, 
open air. 

Most deviations can be traced to faulty environ- 
ment in early childhood. 

To improve these influences is the next job for 
our generation. 

Kay Vining 

Philosophical Library, $4.75, 126 pp. Order from 

AR Book Service. 
. a + 
“A DICTIONARY OF MODERN PAINTING” 
edited by Carlton Lake and Robert Maillard 

This sprightly collaboration is a dictionary only 
in that the subjects follow each other in alphabetical 
order. It begins with the Impressionists and ends 
with living painters who became known before 
World War I. Each entry is a complete essay, and 
they cover not only the painters themselves but art 
movements, and men of letters who influenced the 
development of painting. A very pleasing point is 
the great number of illustrations which are clear 
and colorful and give a very good idea of how 
the paintings look. 

Kay Vining 


Tudor, $6.50. Order from AR Book Service. 


* . + 


“PRISMATIC VOICES, AN INTERNATIONAL 
ANTHOLOGY” 

Nineteen poets from seven countries are presented 
here, each with a number of poems in up to thirty- 
two pages, enough so that one can see a fair sample 
of what the writer has to say. This one can never 
do by finding an occasional poem in a magazine. 

For American poetry lovers it will do to name 
a few of the best known names: George Abbe, 
Bernice Ames, Alfred Darn, Leah Bodine Drake, 
Lawrence Lipton, William Pillin, Marion Schoeber- 
lein — all widely published in the “little magazines.” 
Besides these, there are new acquaintances to make, 
from other lands as well as ours. 

This is a delightful book to cherish — nicely 
printed, carefully bound, fitting the hand comfort- 
ably and full of joyous surprises. 

Kay Vining 

Falcon’s Wing, $3.50. Order from AR Book 
Service. 

> + > 


“THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS” 

edited by Rev. John A. O’Brien 
Rationalists, Humanists and some religious liberals 
are usually at least somewhat aware of the mul- 
tiplicity of factors which influence men and women 
to abandon the traditional religious orthodoxies, but 
they often have difficulty in comprehending how 
individuals can move toward more authoritarian 
and less liberal positions. In this regard, The Road 
to Damascus, a collection of autobiographical 
sketches by fifteen converts to Roman Catholicism, 
is rather disappointing. About all that one can 
glean from the accounts of Evelyn Waugh, Fulton 
Oursler, Frances Parkinson Keyes, Rositind Murray 
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(daughter of Gilbert Murray and wife of Arnold 
Toynbee), Owen Francis Dudley, Robert Wagner, 
Clare Boothe Luce and others is that conversion to 
Catholicism is more of an unconscious emotional 
process than anything else. One cannot avoid notic- 
ing that' almost every one of the contributors to 
this little ‘volume had a pronounced predilecion for 
or “constitutional” leaning toward Catholicism ex- 
tending:: back into childhood. Thus, the so-called 
“conversions” amounted to little more than minor 
alterations of institutional affiliation. Some of::the 
accounts, .moreover, such as that of Mrs.’ Luce, 
ring about as true as the proverbial wooden ni¢kel. 
All in-all. The Road ‘to Damascus bears out E. T. 
Bell’s pithy dictum that “It is the consuming 
hunger. of,the uncritical mind for what it imagines 
to be: certainty that impels it to feast -upon 
shadows.” 
Edd Doerr 

Garden ‘City. Image Books, Doubleday and Co., 

Inc. 228 pp. 65c. 


* * * 


“A ’MENISTRY TO MAN, THE LIFE OF 
JOHN LOVEJOY ELLIOTT” 
Hy by Tay Hohoff 

In this warm-spirited story of one of the early 
leaders of the Ethical Culture Society, the’ man 
comes to life, and we love him. 

Brought up in the Elijah Lovejoy tradition, with 
the influences of his father’s friend, Bob Ingersoll 
and his charming, volatile, capable mother, the 
young John had an unusual start in life. “Don’t 
think of yourself. Think of something important,” 
the mother would say, In later years he could look 
back at her example of outgoing friendliness to 
a pitiful German family in the little town and say, 
“The Guild began in me then.” 

The re-creating of John Elliott’s life in Chelsea 
running .Hudson Guild is exciting reading. It must 
have been, quite strenuous to live it. His faith in 
humanity, never wavered, and his people in Chelsea 
had reason to know what a tower of strength he 
was. The uptown Ethical Culture Society needed 
him too, particularly after Felix Adler died and 
Elliott became Senior Leader. 

The plans for the model housing development 
(which, alas, he did not live to see), his work as 
a pacifist, his efforts in behalf of Sacco and Van- 
zetti, and the challenge of the depression all kept 
him working at a wearying pace, but there were 
vacations .and friendly associations with many 
people of the kind who Get Things Done. His last 
trip to. Germany and Vienna, to rescue Dr. Boerner 
and Dr. Eckstein and their wives from the Nazi 
talons, is one of the most thrilling stories Ethicists 
have to tell. This was a man! 

As he, himself, said, “At times, someone with 
a touch of genius writes an epitaph to testify to 
the significance of a man dead and gone. But the 
essence of life is not in epitaphs; it is in living.” 

Kay Vining 

Harper, $3.50. Order from AR Book Service. 

e - * 
“THE FIETH GOSPEL OF JESUS THE ESSENE, 
THE MAN FROM GALILEE” 
, _ John J. Kessler 

Here the story of Jesus is retold to make it human 
and understandable. Although this has been’ done 
numerous times, Kessler’s contribution is the in- 
vention of three characters who are on Jesus’ own 
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intellectual level and who help explain him. They 
provide opportunities for a more clear revelation 
of his thought life than is offered by the New 
Testament. 

A prime concern of the teacher (and his close 
friends, whom he meets upon occasion) is the 
reverence for ritual in Palestine. The plan of Jesus 
is to promulgate a realization that rituals are but 
symbols. He wishes to start with the common 
people and let the movement grow until the leaders 
must accept that honesty and kindness are more 
important than prayers, and especially the mere 
show. of prayer. 

As his friend, Orpheus, the Greek, warns him 
will happen, the plan ends in martyrdom and a new 
religion of symbolism. 

To me the story of Jesus is a harrowing tragedy, 
but this book makes it a useful lesson of history. 
Reform will not be effected from either the bot- 
tom up or the top down until the time is ripe. That 
is always the time when the people see it clearly 
to their great advantage to change. In addition to 
this moral value, the book is much like pleasant 
fiction, if one does not feel the tragedy too much. 
The conversations are well done, seemingly natural 
although actually somewhat idealized. There are 
a number of clever devices. 

Harry E. Mongold 
$3.50. Order from AR Book Service. 
* * * 
“FADS AND FALLACIES IN THE NAME 
OF SCIENCE” 
Martin Gardner 

This is an excellent and needed expose of a wide 
range of cranks, crackpot theories and pseudo- 
scientific cults, such as Atlantis and Lemuria, Hub- 
bard’s Dianetics, dowsing rods, Lysenkoism, and 
the inanities of Reich, Velikovsky, Shaver, and 
scores of others. Although Gardner’s book is ex- 
tremely useful and very nearly above reproach, 
some will question his placing General Semantics 
in the “fads and fallacies” category. 

It fails to deal with Dr. George W. Crane or the 
clumsy excursions of the churches into the realm 
of science, thus making it obvious that it is not 
possible to draw a sharp line between science and 
pseudoscience. Actually, any attempt to set up as 
“infallible authority” to distinguish between science 
and non-science is bound to fail, Both Rome and 
Moscow have tried this with both comic and tragic 
results. 

Dover Ppublications, 1957, $1.50. Order from AR 
Book Service. 

. * * 


“THE HIDDEN PERSUADERS” 

by Vance Packard 
If Vance Packard is to be believed, America is 
rapidly becoming Ortega y Gasset’s frightening 
“dictatorship of the commonplace,” a nation of 
mindless, conforming, manipulated consumers of 
products and ideas. “The Hidden Persuaders” is 
carefully researched and documented exploration 
of the new “science” called “motivation research.” 
Hosts of social scientists and psychiatrists are 
prostituting theselves to the Madison Avenue huck- 
sters, the ad agency people-manipulators and even 
political demagogues in such a way as to threaten 

the very fabric of our free society. 
If our country is to avoid this grim fate, every 
American will have to become aware of and erect 


defenses against the antihumanistic onslaught of 
the symbol manipulators and hucksters. 


Edd Doerr 


Pocket Books, 1957, 45c. Cloth bound, McKay, 
$4.00. Order from AR Book Service. 
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“THE SECRET POLICE AND YOU” 
“A YEAR WITH THE SECRET POLICE” 

These two British booklets show clearly the 
dangers of the operations behind the scenes by 
secret police and how the rights of the citizen, so 
well safeguarded by British law, can be set at 
naught by the authorities. Most of the persons 
damaged by secret police operations have been those 
suspected of Communist associations. Freethinkers, 
rarely popular with the authorities, might well be 
a future target. 

We are shown how the secret police work under- 
ground, how careers can be ruined, and the dif- 
ficulties faced when trying to clear oneself of un- 
specified charges made by unnamed accusers. 

The publisher is no pro-Communist organization. 
Its sponsoring council contains such Rationalists 
as Barl Russell, Lord Chorley, Prof. Bronowski, 
and Ritchie Calder. Among many M.P.’s are Aneurin 
Bevan and wife Jennie Lee, Fenner Brockway, 
Sidney Silverman, R.C. trade-union leader Sir Tom 
O’Brien, Lady Megan Lloyd George, Ian Mikardo. 
The arts and the churches are equally well repre- 
sented. Such a list of names is ample proof that the 
subject is one of serious concern to all Britons — 
and great interest to overseas onlookers. 

Dave Shipper 

The Campaign for the Limitation of Secret Police 
Powers. Order from AR Book Service for 35c. 


* * * 


SHORT REVIEWS 

“The Return of the Locusts” 
Teresita, The Ripsaw, 15c or two for 25c. Pamphlet 
reporting to Rationalists how the Roman Catholic 
Church is regaining its stranglehold on the people 
of Mexico. Several descriptions especially effective. 
— H.M. 

* * + 

“A Plain Man’s Guide to Zeta” 
J. Maddox, Manchester GUardian, 25c. — By the 
Guardian’s Scientific Correspondent, this gives an 
interesting description of work in the thermonuclear 
power field, how early difficulties were overcome, 
and the entrancing prospects. — D.S. 


* * + 


BOOKS RECEIVED 
“THE FIFTH GOSPEL OF JESUS THE ESSENE, 
THE MAN FROM GALILEE” 

John J. Kessler, $3.50. 

“THE POWER OF FAITH HEALING” 

Liveright, $3.50. 

“IT MAY BE SO” 

Greenwich, $2.50 : 
“LIVE AND LET LIVE, THE MORAL OF THE 
WOLFENDEN REPORT” 

Philosophical Library, $4.75 
“DISCOVERING THE REAL SELF” 

Philosophical Library, $3.75 
“THE DEATH BLOW TO COMMUNISM” 

Vantage, $5.00 
“THE PEOPLE’S PLATO” 

Philosophical Library, $7.50 
“RELIGIOUS EXPLOITATION OF THE CHILD” 

H. F. Haas, $1.00 
“ULTIMATE DESIRES” 

Philosophical Library, $2.75 
“MAN IN SEARCH OF IMMORTALITY” 

Philosophical Library, $3.50 
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ANNOUNCING A PLAN FOR A 
FREETHINKERS HOME 

LET US MAKE IT A REALITY, AND NOT 
JUST SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT! It can 
be very easily accomplished, if about twenty Free- 
thinkers, who can put up about $500.00 apiece, 
will step forward and form a corporation. We can 
buy a small farm with a fair-size house to start. 
Many small farms of 20 or 30 acres, some with 
fruit trees, springs and branches are sometimes 
advertised here in Alabama, at very reasonable 
prices. 

We have very mild winters here, compared with 
the north, and it is an ideal climate for an old 
folks home. 

We could incorporate under the laws of the State 
of Alabama, as a non-profit institution, thus safe- 
guarding the capital invested. We could admit those 
who have pensions, (even small pensions) who could 
pay a specified amount each month, thus insuring 
successful operation. We could gradually increase 
our operations and possibly spread out into a very 
large institution in time. 

I have followed construction, repairing, and re- 
modeling work practically all of my life. I do 
carpenter work, concrete work, paint and lay blocks. 
I have had experience in most all kinds of con- 
struction work, as a foreman and superintendent, I 
will donate practically all of my time for the next 
two or three years to such a project. 

All Freethinkers, Rationalists, Secularists — 
Materialists, Humanists, or what not (We are all 
Freethinkers) who are interested in such a project 
write to me at once. 

Let's get started! WES GLETTY, 

ROUTE TWO, 
CLANTON, ALABAMA. 


AMERICA SPEAKS! 
(Talking to herself) 


To meet both ends I seldom can 
— but I’m a help to Pakistan. 
It’s hard to keep my shirt and pants 
— but after all, I’m fond of France. 
I guess I'll have to break my lease 
— I must cooperate with Greece. 
Hedged in by debts quite vast I am 
— but I must not neglect Siam. 


The wolf from my door I can’t repel 
— still I must keep Burma well. 
By Tuesday I am out of dough 
— Malaya’s feeling better, though. 
My dollar very little buys 
— but Egypt’s safer, I surmise. 
My own financial outlook’s murky 
— but still my heart belongs to Turkey. 


I’m busted, flat, and feeling blue 
— but I’m a pal to Timbuktu. 
We're adding breadcrumbs to our hash, 
— who cares, ain’t Tito short of cash? 
The sheriff’s knocking on my door 
— however, England’s asking more. 
I’m in a hole, but feeling noble 
— I wish I weren’t quite so global! 


H. I. Phillips 
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$ Vegetarians in NEW LAND OF EVERLASTING 3 
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NEW CALIFORNIA SUBTROPICAL  ; 
SETTLEMENT 


- © Community of Organic Gardeners and 
SPRING, PEACE and PLENTY enjoying the 2 
WORLD'S FINEST CLIMATE in LOW-FALLOUT | 
AREA. (Scientists assert that there is 500% 
more radiation fallout in the Northern Hemi- 
sphere than in the Southern Hemisphere.) 
YEAR-ROUND TROPICAL FRUITS (Cocoa- 

nuts, Bananas, Bradfruit, Papayas, Pine- | 
> apples). LIFELONG INCOME from super- } 

vised crops. Membership $500. Write for | 
Membership Blank and Bulletins. Send $1.00 $ 
for 5 issues — plus copy of “BIOSOPHY: ; 
SCIENCE OF LIVING,” Organ of SCHOOL 3 
OF BIOSOPHY. 


NEW CALIFORNIA SUBTROPICAL 
SETTLEMENT 
POSTAL BOX 485. JOINVILLE, SANTA CATARINA 
; BRAZIL 











SPECIAL OFFERS 
Combination Offer A — THOMAS PAINE 
Value $5.00 - Now $3.50 
+4 





RIGHTS OF MAN 
AGE OF REASON 
PAINE, A PIONEER OF TWO WORLDS, 
by Chapman Cohen. 
VINDICATION OF THOMAS PAINE, by Ingersoll. 
200 LABELS OF PAINE SLOGANS 
12 COMIC POSTCARDS, by Otftokar 
ONE SET OF KLEVER CARDS 


* 
Combination Offer B — HUMOR 
Value $5.00 - Now $3.50 
HEAVENLY HUMOR 
FATHER MURPHY'S ESCAPADES, 
by Hugh Robert Orr 
ESSAYS IN CARTOONS, by Ottokar 
} 12 COMIC POSTCARDS. by Ottokar 
ONE SET OF KLEVER CARDS 


* 
Combination Offer C — JOSEPH McCABE 
Value $5.00 - Now $2.50 
MYTH OF CATHOLIC SCHOLARSHIP 
ABSURDITIES, FALSEHOODS and DISTORTIONS 
OF THE CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA 
CHURCH, THE ENEMY OF THE WORKERS 
ROME PUTS A BLIGHT ON CULTURE 
, ROME'S SYLLABUS OF CONDEMNED OPINIONS 
3 200 ANTI-CLERICAL LABELS 
, 12 COMIC POSTCARDS 
ONE SET OF KLEVER CARDS 


* 
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KANSAS 


KANSAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Con- 
tact: Carl R. Brown, Stockton, Kansas. 


| OKLAHOMA 
OKLAHOMA RATIONALIST SOCIETY. 
Contact Joel Johnson, 5336 East 30th 
Place, Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
OREGON 


OREGON RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- 
tact: Al Riehl, 3956 No. Longview Av., 
Portland 12, Ore. 


PENNSYLVANIA 
FRIENDSHIP LIBERAL LEAGUE, 5233 N. 


RATIONALIST 
ORGANIZATIONS 


ARIZONA MAINE, RHODE ISLAND, VERMONT, 
| CONNECTICUT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
mange bcos greg U.S.A, P.O.) ew ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- 
' , | CIETY, contact: Org. Comm. ARF, 2218 
CALIFORNIA St. Lovis Ave., St Lovis 6, Mo. 
FREETHINKERS OF SOUTHERN CALI. | 
FORNIA, Dr. Vitali Negri, 1525 So. | MARYLAND 


Western Ave., los Angeles, Calif Contact: Org Comm., ARF., 2218 St. Fifth St., Philadelphia 20, Po. 

SAN DIEGO FREETHINKERS SOCIETY, Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 

933 9th Ave., San Diego 1. Pres. Frank | ROCKY MOUNTAIN STATES 

Erickson; Vice-Pres. Squires Russell; | MASSACHUSETTS | ROCKY MOUNTAIN RATIONALIST SO- 
Sec'y-Treas. Julius Switra. Meets every MASSACHUSETTS RATIONALIST SO- | CIETY, contact: Luis Segura, 1506 N. 


ILLINOIS 


Sunday at 8:00 p.m. 
COLORADO 


CIETY. Contact: D. Mangioni, P.O. Box 
13, Hanover Sta., Boston, Mass. 


JEFFERSON PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY | MICHIGAN | 


OF COLORADO, Herman O. Schutz, 
1351 Washington St., Denver 3, Colo. 
COLORADO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: Frank Swancora, 285 S. Pearl 
St., Denver 9, Colorado. 


FLORIDA 


FLORIDA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, con- 
tact: Albert S. Brown, Orangedale Rte., 
Green Cove Springs, Fla. 

ST. PETERSBURG RATIONALIST SO- | 
CIETY, contact: D. Sweet, 4635 - 21st! 
Ave., St. Peterburg 13, Fla. 


RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ILLINOIS, | 
contact: Ralph Blois, 2208 Overdene | 
Ave., Rockford, Ill. | 
AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION, | 
CHICAGO CHAPTER, 615 Davis Street, 
Evanston, Illinois. | 
FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF THE NO. | 
SIDE OF CHICAGO. Sec'y: Herman | 
Massman, 2855 N. Ashland, Chicago 
13, IWlinois. 
THE VOLTAIRE SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. | 
Meets the first Saturday of the month 
at Toffenetti's, 72 West Randolph St., 
Chicago, Ill., at 7:30 P.M. 
CZECHOSLOVAK CONGREGATION OF 
FREETHINKERS, 4236 W. Cermak Rd., 
Chicago 23, Illinois. 

FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY OF CHICAGO. 
Herman Massman, Sec'y, 2855 No. 
Ashland Ave., Chicago 13, Ill. 


CHICAGO CHAPTER CRFA, 4236 W.| NEW YORK 


Cermak Rd., Chicago 23, Ill. 


CICERO CHAPTER CRFA, 5701 
22nd Place, Cicero, Ill. 


CZECH RATIONALIST FEDERATION oF | 
AMERICA, 4236 W. Cermak Road, |! 
Chicago 23, Ill. 
BOHEMIAN FREETHIMIKERS SCHOOLS | 


OF CHICAGO, 2548 S. Homan Ave., 
Chicago 23, Ill. 


West 


INDIANA 


RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF INDIANA, | 
Sec'y: S. Edward Scott, R.R. 1, Box | 
634, Anderson, Indiana, 

Contact also: Edd Doerr, 4022 Mead- 
ows Drive, E-1, Indianapolis, Ind. 


IOWA 


IOWA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, Sec'y: | 
Elmer E. Hansen, 3632 Jones Street, | 
Sioux City, lowa. | 


NEBRASKA 
NEBRASKA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, | 
contact: Org Comm. ARF, 2218 St. | 


MICHIGAN RATIONALIST 
Contact: Org. Comm., ARF., 
Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo 


SOCIETY, | 
2218 St. 


MINNESOTA 


MINNESOTA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, | 
contact Wm. P. Schramm, Russell, Minn. 


MONTANA 
MONTANA RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
contact: D. D. Bartholomew, 819 S.| 


3rd Ave., Bozeman, Mont. 


| MISSOURI 


MISSOURI = RATIONALIST 
Contact: Sam Hill, 6517 Corbitt Ave., | 
St. Lovis 14, Mo. 

RATIONALIST SOCIETY OF ST. LOUIS, | 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. | 
GERMAN SCHOOL ASS'N AND FREE| 
COMMUNITY OF N. ST. LOUIS, INC., | 
2218 St. Lovis Ave. 
AMERICAN RATIONALIST FEDERATION, | 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. | 


Lovis Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


NEW ENGLAND STATES 


NEW ENGLAND RATIONALIST SO- | 
CIETY. Contact Don Henshaw, 54 Whit- | 
man St., Pawtucket, R.!. } 


LEAGUE FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, | 
215 W. 98th St., New York 25, N. Y. | 
NEW YORK CZECH RATIONALISTS, | 
Frank Hrbek, 4512 Liberty Ave., North | 
Bergen, New Jersey. | 
RATIONALIST PRESS ASS'N., New York 
Chapter; E, L. Gruber, Hon. Local Sec'y, 
162 West 86th St., N.Y. 24, N.Y. 

NEW YORK STATE RATIONALIST SO- | 
CIETY, contact: John A. English, 286 | 
3rd Ave., Troy, N.Y. 





OHIO 


OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY. Con- |} 
tact: Org Comm. ARF., 2218 St. Louis | 
Ave., St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


OHIO RATIONALIST SOCIETY, 
Chester M. Cadle, 
land 1, 


contact: 
Box 5562, Cleve. | 
Ohie. 


Ist St., Nampa, Idaho. 


| SOUTHERN STATES 


SOUTHERN STATES RATIONALIST SO- 
CIETY. Sec'y: Ben W. Parnell, P.O. 
Box 179, Baton Rouge, La. 

Contact also: Buford W. Posey, R. 4, 
Philadelphia, Miss., or R. L. Bowman, 
1640 Welsh St., Memphis, Tenn. 

Org. Comm. ARF., 2218 St. Louis Ave., 
St. Lovis 6, Mo. 


| TEXAS 


TEXAS RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Charles M. Albrecht, 202 E. May St., 
Yoakum, Tex. 

CONGREGATION OF CZECH RATION- 
ALISTS, 309%, E. 29th St., Houston, 
Texas. 


SOCIETY. | UTAH 


UTAH RATIONALIST SOCIETY, contact: 
Richard O. Pitner, 1223 Victoria Way, 
Salt Lake City 16, Utah. 


| WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON) RATIONALIST SOCIE- 


TY, Sec'y: C. H. Steffen, 1416-34th 
Ave., Seattle 22, Wash. 
Contact also: Jim Cole, Rte 1, Box 323, 
Vashon, Washington. 

WISCONSIN 


FREIE GEMEINDE, Jefferson Hall, 2617 
W. Fond du Lac Ave., Milwaukee 6, 


Wisconsin. 
JEFFERSON FREETHOUGHT SOCIETY, 
2618 West Fond du Lac Ave., Mil- 
waukee 6, Wisconsin. 

CANADA 
Freethinkers interested in forming a 
Canadian Rationalist Society, please 


write to: Organizing Committee ARF, 
2218 St. Lovis Ave., St. tovis 6, Mo., 
USA. 








The Oldest Freethought Journal 
in the World 


THE FREETHINKER 


PUBLISHED WEEKLY IN LONDON 
Celebrated its 75th anniversary re- 
still attacks superstition 
with youthful vigor and intelligence. 


Subscription $4.50 


a year for 52 issues. 


cently and 


The American Rationalist 
2218 St. Louis Ave., St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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5th ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 


of the 


AMERICAN 
RATIONALIST 
FEDERATION 


AUGUST 28, 29 and 30, 1959 


at the beautiful 


Recreation Camp 
OF THE WORKMEN'S BENEFIT FUND 
in 


GENOA CITY, WISCONSIN 


The Camp is located on U.S. Highway 12, 
one-half mile north of Genoa City, Wis. 
and can be reached easily by bus or 
train from Chicago. 


Hotel accomodations $2.00 per night per 


person. 


Convention fee, which includes banquet 
Saturday night: $4.50. 


Visitors Welcome! 


For reservations and information write: 


ARF- 


Convention Committee 


2218 St. Lovis Avenue 
St. Louis 6, Mo. 
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WE LOVE CHILDREN! 
DO YOU? HOW MUCH? 
by CHARLES W. EDDY 


Before writing this book, the author, Charles 
W. Eddy, was a member of, and worked in the 
Christian Church for more than 50 years. He 
explains how the Christ (spiritual) reports of 
the Christ Jesus Immaculate Conception, 
Virgin birth, Crucifixion, Resurrection, and 
Ascension were added to the Bible, by the 
Nicene Council, some 300 years after they 
were supposed to have happened, which means 
that they never did actually happen. 

Through many years of study and by much 
more authentic sources than the Bible, Eddy 
has constructed a report of the life of Jesus 
and, in his other books he explains how Jesus 
“miracles” can be performed today, by physi- 
cal treatment, without faith or prayer. 

This book also explains the other the 
criminal Jesus. Yes, there were two men 
whose names were Jesus Barabbas. The good 
one, who was thought, by some, to be a little 
simple-minded, because he enjoyed playing 
with the children and associating with the 
poor, and the other, the criminal, who warred 
against Rome, was crucified and died on the 
cross. That was the end of him. 

This book also relates the life of the good 
Jesus, between the ages of 12 and 30, which 
is not given in the Bible. How he married 
Miriam, and lived with her for seven years, 
when she died. How he traveled in several 
countries and studied natural history, physics, 
chemistry, mathematics, and all the other 
sciences, and then returned to his home and 
taught only the things that he had learned 
in these other countries. 

The author believes that this book, We Love 
Children, is the first book that can save the 
lives and health of 40 million sick children 
living in the United States today, while, during 
the past 2,000 years, the Holy Bible and its 


+ 


teachings has been the cause of pain, suffer- 
ing, sorrow, disease, and death. 

. 
We Love Children — $1.00 Postpaid 


12 EDDY BOOKS: 


Things We Do Not Eat and Why $1.00 
Food We Eat and How 1.00 
Food, Health and Recipes 2.00 
The Sad Story of Sister Jones 1.00 
Three Score and Ten 1.00 
Live Well on Four Dollars 1.00 
Cooking for Two, Or More 1.00 
7 Day Cure 1.00 
Our Laboratories — We 1.00 
Little Known Facts and Unproven Theories 1.00 
We Love Children! Do You? How Much? 1.00 
EDDY'S 100 YEAR DIET 2.00 


OSnNOUPR WN — 
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Five Books or More (Any Assortment) 
20% discount 


All 12 Books ($14.00 list) $9.00 


EDDY BOOKS, INC. 
Box 4125 - 6-R East Providence 14, R. I. 
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